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U.S. Bolstering
Taiwan Muscle
Against China

By EDWARD WONG
el JOHN ISMAY

WASHINGTON — Aserican
officials are intensitying ellorts to
build & giant stockpile of weapons
n Taiwan after studying necent
mavel and iir force exercises by
the Chinese military around the
island, according o exevent and
former oficials

The exercises showed that
China would peobably bocksde
the island 33 5 prelude 1o any At
temrgaed invasies, and Tabwan
word have to hold out on #s oury
unkil the United States or ather na-
tioma intervened, if they decided
80 do that, the nament and former
officials sy

Bt the effont 1o transhors Tal-
wan st0 a weapoas depot faces
challenges The United Sttes and
5 allies have prisizized seeding
weapons to Lkraine, which s re-
ducing those couniries’ sock-
péles, and arms makess are reluc-
it 16 oqeen new production Eses
withaut & seady stream of kng-
e oriders.

Asd it is unclear how Chisa
might respond il L United States
arcelerates shipmentsct wragans
0 Taiwan, & demnocratic, self-gov-
erning islend that Begeg claims
Is Chinese territery.

US. afficials are deterrsining
the quaatity and types of weagans
seld (o Tawan by quictly seling
Talwanese olficias and American
arms smakers that they will reject
orders for same lange eystems in
tavor of & greater numbes of
smaller. more e weapons
The Beden administraties an
mounced on Sept. 2 that it had ap-
proved iis sixth weapoes package
Sor Tabwan — a §1.1 bilion sue that
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Use of ‘Civil War’ Soars After Mar-a-Lago Search

iy KEN RENSINGER
and SHEERA FRENKEL

Soon after the FB.L searched
Donakd . Trump's beme in Flarida
for classified documents, online
researchers zeroed o0 a worry
ing trond.

Pasts on Twitior that renticned
“civil war~ had seared searly
2,000 percent in just a few hours
as My, Tresp's supporsess de
nounced (he nClSen 43 3 ProVECH:
tion. Similer spikes fulowed, i
clusting on Facehook, Redan, Teic-
gram, Paster, Gab and Truth So-
i, My, Tramp's soclal ewedla
platform. Mentions of the phrase
more than deubled on radio pro-

Analysts Worry About
Fiery Term's Spread
Before Midterms

grams and podeasts, a8 measured
by Critical Mention, a media-
tracking firm.

Pusts mentioning “civl war™
pemped sgains & fow woeks later,
abws Provident Riden branded Mz
Tramp and "MAGA Republicans™
a threat 1o “the very foundations
el trar pegratiie” i spabech o de-

the Nov. 8 midterm eleciions ap-
prosch aed political talk grews
e urpr and heated

Meoew than & cesury snd a hall
after the sctesd Cwil Wi, (he
deadiiest war in LS. history, “civil
war” references have become in-
ereasingly commen on the right
While in many cases the Lerm is
used only loosely — shorthand for
the: makion's inis partisan
divisions — observers sate that
e phease, for some, |5 L maore
thana

Pelling, social medin siudies
and a rise in threats sugges! that a
grmsing nundmeemnunsm

Eoeraey
Now experts are bracing for re-
wewed discussions of civil war, as

the passblity of sustakned potsi
Contirsed on Page ALS
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A slain EM.S, captain, Alison Rissso-Elling, was buried Wisdnesday in Brookville, MUY, Page ALS,

Newtown Would Like to Forget the Conspiracy Theorist in Court

By KAREN ZRAICK
NEWTOWN, Comm — Less
than 20 mides from the plice
whete & gunman easssered 20
first graders asd st edueatoes af
Sandy Mook Elementary School,
the trisd of Alex Jones, who has
spent much of the decade sisce
the amsck spreading Hes about
what happened that day, reased

s conclusion this week

The closely watched courizoom
spectacle playiag oul just up bn
terstate B4 Is part of a leegaun.
ning delamation case that has fea.
tered wrenching testemeny and
explosive outbursts. Bul in New-
own, peeple are dome talking
absut Mr, Jones.

“1 thirsk that maat of the pesple
in this tswn would like to forges

Haunted by Massacre
10 Years Later

about him, to forget his name”
sad Richard Fattibene, 81, as rk

st in the tows's pesersd sto
umg. eollie on Tuesday fovind
g

As the founder of the conspir-
acy website Infowars, Me Jones
was foursd liabbe Last year in four
defamation lawsuits, and a pary in
nearby Waterbary, Conn., 15 ex.
pected o decide within days how

mazch o should gy in compensa-
tory and purstive. # in oee
of the cases.

But for the very real lown that
Contirued on Page AN

SAUDIS AND RUSSIA
AGREE TO OIL CUTS,
INJAB AT THE WEST

NEWS ANALYSES
A U.S. Strategy Fails
to Sway Rivadh

By DAVID £ SANGER
and BEN HUBBARD
WASHINGTON — The move

iy OPEC on Wednesday 1o re-
duce ol preduction sharply un-
derouts President Bldes's effort
10 avvaid an increase in gas prices
sivead of the midterm elections,
while setting back bis push to
constrain Uve o revenue Rusila
is using to pay for i war in

ran,

18 slies exgaes the falure of
hils fist-bump diplomacy over the
summer with the crown prince of
Soeadi Arubin.

I Both opties and substascs,
the decision by OPEC and its
aled oil producers underscored
the challenges the United States
{aces n managing £ foreign and
wceanmic policy & & tene when
the global econasmy is at risk of
mmm el energy pobtics

emerged as 2 key companent
1! the confBet in Ukradse,

The meeting in Vienna wos
snended by Russla’s
Trime minkder, who i under
American sanctions. 1 case
alter a concerted b ultimately
unsuccessiul dpiomate elfort by
Washington te hak the oil pro-
dhuction cut, a signal that Mr.
Biden's infloence ever ks Gulf
silbes was far less than be had

Ard |1 demonstrated anew
that, even in an eva in which ol
should bo dizesashing in imper-
tanee a5 & simire ol eweRy,
OPEC Plus acts il sell:
imterests. 1 this sustaning
the gste per Darrel has praved
{ar more Enportant 10 5 mees-
bers then making Fussia pay
price bor invading Ulkraine.

The meeting of the OPEC Pus
energy cared, bed by Sasdi Ara-
1is and Rassla, brosgh togethes
e vy of fareign and econamic
issues that affect everything
{rom domestic pelitacs in the
United States 1o the war i
Ukraine.

For days, the White House
sough Ao prevent the cul of twe
million barrels a day. 1t called on

some of its ciosest Arab slies
starting with Saudi Arabia,
where Mr. Biden visited in July
el it with the crown grxe,
Mahgmmed bin §alnan, ever the
ohjections of human rights onga-
nizations and eves some of his

Contineerd on Page AS

Biden to Tap Reserve
as Move by Cartel
Lifts Crude Price

By STANLEY REED

LONDON — Saudi Arabéa and
Russia. acting as beaders of the
OPEC Pius energy enricl, agreed
o Wednesdiry 10 their first large
productien cut in more han twe
years it bid 10 aise prices, coun-

forts iy the United Staies
and Eurepe 1o choke off the enor-
s revenue thal Mescow reaps.
Erom the sale of crude.

Prosident Biden and European
Ioadars have urged more ofl pro-
duction 10 case gasoline prices
and punish Mescow for lis ag.
greasion in Ulkraine, Visdisir V.
Putin, e Fussiss president, has
lmnmuxddusmemm asa

= couniries oppos-
mg ks imvasion of Ulralne, and
the cptics of the decislon eould not
e il

The White House was not
happy “The presadent is disap-
pointed by the shortsighted dec-
shen by OPEC Piis 10 cut prodc
tiee quotas while the ghobal ecan
my o desting with the continsed
negative Erguct of Putiny Eva-
shen of Ulraine.” Belan Deese, the
director of the Nationz] Economic
Coremeil, and Jke Sulivean, the na-
thesal security adviser, sd i a
satemest.

The cat of two million barrels o
day represenis about 3 percent of
otal il production

By reducing ostput, OPEC Plus
wat abes socking 1o make a State
EnL 10 eNeTEY markits Abous e
groups  cohesion  during  the
Ulkraine war and its willingness io
act quickly 1o defesd prices, ana
bysts say.

AL & news conberence afier the
meeting, the Saudl energy min-
ister, Prince  Abdulazz  bin
Salman, said OPEC Plus was act
Ing amid signs of a downtum In
the workd econoemy thal might
case domand ke cil o weaken
and prices o fak

“We winikl rather be pre-emp-
tive than be sorry” he said.

The mave sppeared in bave the
desired result: The price of Brent
crude, the International bench-
wark, which had slumped last
summes, rose more than L5
cent after the meeting, extending
the gains recerded in recent days
and bringiag prices hack ta lovels
bast seen in mid-Sophember
average price of gassdne in the
Uniied Siates recently began io

Cumtinged on Page A6

U.S. Believes Ukrainians Backed
A Russian Nationalist’s Murder

Thdsaribtels by Jeflen & Rarmes
Adam Galdman, Adom Extous and
Michesl Schwirts
WASHINGTON ~  United
States inelligence agencies be-
licve parts of the Ukralnisn gov-
ernmsent authorized the cas bemib
tack near Moscow in August
that killed Darls Dugina, the
dhmaghser of & prominent Russle
natiomalist, an element of a covert
campaogn that .S, eificials fese
coukd widen the conflict
The Uniited ﬁun 100k 1% part
in the attack, either by providing
imivdligence or other assistance,
officlals said. American officials
s s Uhey were sat aware of
the operation ahcad of tme and
would bave opposed the killing
Tt they been consulted, Alter-
wird, American officials adees-
ished Ukrainian officials over the
sssassnation, they cakd
The cinsely held assessment of
Ukraiian complicity, which has
not been previoasly reparted, was
shared within the US govers-

e ey g e

Dharia Dhaginais father; Alek-
wandr Dhagin, may have been a
car barmbirg’s aciual larget

ment last week Ulrame demsed
involvement inthe iilbng lmemedi-
abely afver the sttack. and sexlor
officiabs repeated thove densals
when asked abost the Aswrican
inteliigence assessment.

While Russis has not retaliated
Inaspectiic way for the assassing-
tien, the United Stntes Is con
cirned that sch attacks — whike
high in symbelic vahue — have bt
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Putin faces
limits of
his military
power

Troop influx may nol be
sufficient for Russia lo
regain military advantage

oy Pavi Sowws

some 600 miles sway in Ulraine
Mk‘W'MM l::
it - m
Pcttiase m.mmnm
e sibver buliet to fix it
Milsary analysts agree that
Rassia’™s hapharand mobiliation
of ot least 300,000 reservists is

SR MUSSIA O Asi

Muctoar arsanat Why £ haed 1o
Ay taly up Russen weapors. AR

Propaganas war: L s oy
rhetone clashes with realey AL0

THE COVID MONEY TRAIL
GOP in Okla.
ties hospital's
slief o end
of lrans care

oare.
The move, which
Gow. Keviz 1. Sumt (R) sigmed in%0
law ot Toesdey. marks the fine
time conservative state bewmmak-
s huwe sucoessfully tied pender-
affirnning care 10 the receipt of
funds from the Americas Rescue
SALL OKLAMOMA U3 As
Sarial frau: Man gees 10 yoars for
ey G retus, Sowd thedt, 83

To fight crime, the city sought 1o intervene with 230
of violence. Half have vel 1o be reached, and two hav

A month after the D.C. gov-
ermment sl 0ut 1o o whatever

back seat of u car, & bellet
fedpedd 1= huis right arm.

e died within half as hour,
shot inches shove a tattoo of his
mother'’s mame.

His lifs wasa't supposed 1o
nd Urls wy, WilBams ws oo

v Eassey Davies, Peres Hessawn ano Ko L Aisxasoes

selves. The initiative, & ey
pillar of [LC. Mayor Markel E
Bowsess effort to combad crisne
as homicides continue at a pace
that could reach & two-decsde

e,
w , have been killed, at
least others on st
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NW, sbove, after he was named 10 the chty’s “Peoghe of Fromise” s,

A defiant
OPEC to
produce
less oil
W

BIDEN'S

“Move could send up gas
prices and bolster Russia

A,

Petrodeum Exporting Coun-
tries and its -
ouse oScials and roverberated

-
mestic and ghobal -
couts for the U h-z

% alroady grap-

Biden. DeSantis present united front

Political rivals emphasize

LV DO PACINGE PR S T S

Gov. Roa Dekamtis (1) Snd M Wiie, Cheey, bet, 1Ak Wish ITedioens
Tiden amd Are lady JHI Riden on thelr visdt o sowtiwem Florida.

offersd a nod W the kind of
bipartisanship he omce plodged
0 restore W politics, while m the
same time extolling & man who
oould soon sk to oust him from
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icane lan’s death toll

shows perils of storm surge

More than haif of victims
drowned, highlighting
danger of waler vs. wind
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ano Munrs Komsvins
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higher until the four were
mnasbed agaisst the cefling  haw docamented 72 deaths thes
Then the roof collapsed, lodginga  far — slightly ender Murricsne
nadl into the neck of the woman SI1 DEATHS OX A8
they affectionately calied Nene.
“Nena dued right ua e bl
Manion, 44, sobbisg  of crgane matter and polkearts. A8




