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Canacripts saying goodbye af & recruiting office in Moscow. Criticiam of the hurried and haphazard

Explosions Hit
Staging Region
Used by Russia

This arsicle s by Andrew Migpies
Megan Specss wnd lowm Nechepy-
renhe

Struggiing on the tattiefield in
southern and oastern Ukraine,
Russia folt war eo its own terri
tory en Sunday as more than &
dozen explosmns ripped through
 Russian border region, and & so-
ries of blasts severely damaged
the officos of Russia’s pappet gov
ernment i the Ulkrainian oty of
Dessatak

The strikes in the Belgored ro-
gon pext %o Ukrame and the do
Sruction of the mumicipsl admin-
stration building in Donetsk, &
city firmiy controled by Ruseia
and s proxies since 2004, seal &
powerful sgnal that the mayhem
wnleashed by Pressdont Viadimir
¥ Putin’s izvasion is spreading far
beyond (he froct lines

The blasts, which Russss sctrib-
e to Ukrsimian stwbing, cane 8
day alter ansther sign of disaray
= Rusma’s once.vamened military
machEr Two ren opesed fre on
fellow Russian seldiers & a wrain
Bg comp I the Belgored region,
illing 1l and wounding 15 before
bang killod themes lves.

The Russian Defenise Mintstry,
i & statemment cited by the state
media catlets RIA Nowosti and
TASS, doscribed the shootings as
& tervorist sttack. It sxd the two
gumaen were [rom a foreser Sovi-
et nation and had fired on the sel
Aers during arget practice at &
firing range.

The episodes, along with an Oct
8 attack on Russix's cely beidge to
Crimen, & region occupied by Mos.
un/ snoe 2014, added 10 & grow-

impression that what Me
Puln declared a “special milltary
oporaten” in Februory bas spi
raled in dangerous new direc-
tioms.

Belarus — Ukrame's neyghbor
to the north and a close ally of Rus-
sia fremm whose W O
faunched an ahortive attack on the
Ukrainian capital m Fetrwary
saaounced on Sunday that traine
bt ar-
rved n;'q\:rnnﬂﬁ'x!hc forma.
tiom of & bew Pint Russia-Belaras
feece. The Defersse
Ministry said on Telegram that
the “avistios compatcnt” of the
mew foron, whowe wxact prpose
B not teen spelled out, had akso

Continued on Page A7

BABY BUMP Ulrsne's sirrogate
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Inside Russia’s Chaotic Draft, Desperation Swells

By NEIL MacFARQUHAR

A ha¥-dozen Russisa soMliers
talk abost being shipped 10 an
area of avense Ledelag 4 castern
Ukraine just 11 days after thetr
m(hlu‘hu\ Asked sbout his

sheotimg practice, a brarded con
Script sayw, “Once. Three mags-
zines"

In & tows near Yekaterinburg
o comtrad Foxssia, newly mobiized
men march In place s (helr street
clothes. “No machine guns, noth-
ng. oo dothes, 2o shoes” says an
wmdentifiod observer “Holf of
thesn are hang over, old, at risk —
the sentednce should be on duty”

Elsewhere, scores of rolatrves
of fresdily drafied Russian sokders
crowd eutside & traming comter.
passang {ems throsgh i1x fence (o

Conscripts  Deployed
‘Like Meat! Lacking
Training and Arms

the recraits — boots, bevets, bul
Jetpeoo vests, backpacks, sioep-
mg dags, camping mats, mech
cine, bandages and food

“This is aot hew it's done” &
woman mamed ©ens tokd the
news suthet Samara Ocline, “Wo
buy everything.*

Desphe draconian lws sgainst
crificizing the “special maltary
operation” in Ukraine, Russian se-
cial media is awash with scoses
Hio those adove captured o
widely circulating videos. Such
pests are taking the Ministry of

Defease te tuak fee acting just as
Western miltary experts pre-
dicted: rushisg thousands of
newly drafted, wmraied, -
equappod seldiers to Ukrmre, 100
desperato 10 piug hokes im its de-
feasive lnes to meld the rmen isto
cohessve st

“They are DVIng tem o best
baics and ot worst sothing sad
Ihrowing (hem (nto combet, which
suggests that these guys are just
berally cannom fedder” sai
Wikiam Alberque, & specialist oa
the Russian armed forces and the
direcioe of the arms contrel pre-
gram M the Istersationsl Mot
tue for Strategic Studies, & re-
soarch arganization based in Leo-
deo

An extreme sign of &sorder
came 0n Samrday, when twe men

Cotirssed on Prge Al2

The Manhattan Fending Center Fencing can be expensive, but is good on a college application.

Fencing Is Pricey. And It Can Open an Ivy Door.

By STEFHANIE SAUL

At the Manhaetan Feecey Cen-
tex, the shletes dont lock mach
bike the swashbockling heroes in
the movies. There ace 5 daring
Leaps o Nips, v tlashing or galli
vanting around the reem. nstead
young lencers methodically ot
tack and parry akeg a long, sar-
row strip of Boor AN — the touch
of an opponent’s garb — can be
mitssod by the naked ey

Bat for famibes who Jvest in

Niche Sports Are Out
of Reach of Most

this expensive sport, the main tar.
get Is qube clear — just look up
Hanging Irees the ceiling ere fags
from Duke. Harvard, NYU

Johns Hoplas, Notre Dume,
Princeten and Colsibia, repre
seneing the clique of colieges and
antrersins with NCAA fencieg

teams

A way with a sweed can help
stodents stand o0t In the cobege
sdmisicrs guene, scceeding o
Yury Gelman, fossder of the Man-
battan Feacing Center

“Parests,” be said, “Toakze that
foacing bs one of the best sperts %o
put your child in a geod universty,
because cach good schecl, E3pe
cially Ivy Lenges schosis, have

yood coaching, equpment sod
Contirgsed on Page AI7

G.O.P. Gains Edge in Poll
As Economy Sways Voters

In Tight Races, Some
Calling for Biden.
Not That Biden.

By KATIE ROGERS

ORLANDQ, Fla. — Jill Bides's
weekend mcloded five fights, 11
events and throe appearasces
wizh Demecrats who all requestod
ber befp abead of (he midters
lections. There was sleo & spin
class In there somewhere.

During ane particslarly sy
Li-hour chunk of time, Dr. Baden,
the first bady, appeared in Atlanta,
where the veting nights activist
Stacey Abezens bs in an uphill race
against Brian Kersp, the Repub
can povernse Then Rt was oa to
Flarida, where she toured a breast
cancer research facility and gave
a0 interview to Newsmax, the
conservative network Aftes that,
the apprared with Represcots-
tive Val B. Demings, who hopes to
unsest Seantor Marco Rubio, and
Charbie Crist, a centrist Desmcerat
who (rails Roa DeSastss, the gov-
ernec and conservative frebrand

“I% ot goag bobe eaxy. Dr. B
Gen, om the last leg of & I5-bour
dary, told 3 gromp of people at a sec
ond event 1o support Ms. Demings
on Saturd sy “Rut we know bow to
win because we've done It before *

With Prosident Biden’s job sp-
proval havering & abeut 40 per-
ceat at 4 mecent whes Demo
crats are streggiing %o bold onto
the House and Seaste, Dr. Biden
has beceese 3 Meline fee cand
dastes Lrytng to draw aiention sod
money but et the baggage that
an appearance with her husband
would bring. According te a seaior
White Hoase official, the i the
most requested surrogate in the
admmmastration

*She does ot offend people i 3
way that & presiders can bocause
she's much kess polarizing and po-
Btical” said Michosl LaResa, &
communications strategisl #od
her fermer press secretary. *R's
why she was st Al over rues
Jowa and New Hampshire during
the caenpaign and why she can go
places sow (hat the president
cant”

Modemn first kadies are usually
relied ot 1o burnanize thelr hus
bieds of transiste their policies,
but Bew much they decide 10 oo
§9g 1 almest Aways up to them
Melanda Trumg was more popular
than her husband and was A
mach-requested surrogate, but
sha did ot campaign for him der
ing the 2018 midterms er during
e 2020 canpaga. olien saylag
sha Wik 190 buty paeenting ber

Contormaed on Page Al6

Democrats See Drop
in Independents

and Women

By SHANE GOLDMACHER
Republicans emter the Onal
weeks of the coatest for comtrol of
Congross with & macrow bet dis
tmet advantage as the ecoaomy
and lsBatien have surged as the
dominses concerss, giving the
party momestum 0 e back
from Democrats in next
BONLY'S M Orm electhons, & New
Yoek Timses, Siens Caliege pell has
taund
The poll shows it 49 percent
of likely veters asid they plasemd
2 vole fer a Republican to repee-
sent them tn Congress oa Nov. 8,
compared with 45 percest who
planned to vete for & Democrat
The result represents an improve-
tent for Republcaas since Sep
tember, when Democrats held &
anepaint edge nang Wely vat-
ers in the last Times/Siena pell
(The Octeber poils unrownded
margn is closer to throe points,

not the four points tat the
rounded figures kmply)
With inflaeion and

the stock markel steadily on the
docline, the share of kkely voters
Who 524 ECONOTEC CHICET TS were
the met important issoes Incing
America has keaged since July, to
# parcent from 36 percent — far
highes than sy other svee. And
volers most concerned with the
ocononzy favered  Repubbeans
overwhelmingly, by meco than &
two o660 margn
Both Democras and Republ-
cans havo largoly conlesced bo
hind thesr own party’s csngres-
sonal candidates. Bat the poll
shawed that Repubbans opersad
W A I0-percontage point ead
crucial sdependont vot
ers, COmpared with 3 tres-point
edge for Democrats in Sepleader,
s undecided voters moved 10-
ward Repubibcans
The biggest ehft came from
women who iGenified as lade

pondent voters. In Sopember
they tavored Dessacrats by 14
£ Now, weaen

backed Republicans by I8 potnts
~ a strking swing gves the po-
lanzation of the Amencan elector-
st and how ietessely Desnocrats
Fave fcused an that group and an
the treat Republicans pose o
abortion rights.

The survey showed thal the
ccuncasy remained a las maxe po
tent polieal issue in 2922 than

abortion
“I'm shifting rore towasds Re-
Continued on Page A

Tehran’s Most Loyal Defenders
Have Much to Lose in Protests

By BEN HUBBARD
ad FARNAZ FASSIMI

The intenmty of protests that
have swept Iran over the past
maonth, with calls 10 topple the Is-
lame Repabbc, have shaken the
state. BUL i 3ome ways, the cous
try’s authecitarian chencnl rulers
have boen preparing for this mo-
ment since the 1979 Idamic Revo-
lution, which estabiishod 2 con-
servative thescracy that has held
firm untd today

The revolution’s founder Ayr
tollab  Rubolish Khomeoms,
Gered the croatice of the Revohs-
tionary Guards force that same
yoar 1o defend against coups or
Gefections by the regular army

With hundreds of thowsands of
members tody, the Guards are
iran's mest powerful milkary
force as well as maor players
its ecomomy. Many analysts argue
that Iran is no koager o theocracy
ruled by Shilte derics, bat a mil-
tary state ruled by the Guards

Alorg with the domestic police
forces, a plaschethes  milkia

lran's Revolutionary Guards
force was created In 1979,

known a3 the Basij, a velunteer
farce under the umbrelia o the
Revolutionary Guards, bes been
0 the front Baes for weeks, ating
brutal sctics to try te quash the
protests, as it has dene in past re
ot

Bul ey have falled, and last
weok, a differest broed of defend
ers began to show up ea the
streets of Tehvan, e capiiad, and

Contiraed on Pege A8
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Xi Sets Ambitions for China,
Warns of Force Over Taiwan
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