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Reacuse workers et & residential builcing hit by & drese strike Menday in Ky, Ukraine. At st four people died in drone attacks.

Deadly Message Sent by Drones:
It’s Russia and Iran vs. the West

Ty NEIL MacFARQUHAR
The Iransan-made drones that
Rassia sent on Mooday o dve-
Daasd Ukraine's capital delivered
the mest empbatic proof yet that
Tehran has becomwe a rare, in
creastagly close ally 10 the Krem
b, aéforing both weapses and m
teroational support that Russia
sorely lacks
There 15 no deep love between
Russin, newly a parish for atack
wg another country, and Irse, for
decades one of the mest stro
togcally isolated natoas. But the
two sutharitarian governments,
Dath chafing under Western sam-
tions, share & view of the United
States as ther great enemy and &
threat te their grip ot powes
“This is a partership of con.
venlence Detween two ebaltied
dictatorships.” saed Karim Sacjed
pout. N Iran expert at the Wish-
ngronbased Camegie Endow
ment for Internationsl Peace
Both countries are doep in cei

Growing Partnership of
Tiwo Dictatorships

S5, strugghng econcamcally and
politically. Iran is strempang to
quell street protests that pose the
most serious chaenge in yoars to
the governmeat, whie Russa is
trying to manage risiag dissen
sion over & fallering war effort
asd an wnpapulir droft

The emergonce of a Moscow
Tehran s3ance has maltipie inter
aateral imphications, petentialy
AUmmIng Prospects for & sew deal
to rein in Irass nuclear program
and raisg the pressure on Israel
Iran's sworn ecomy, te take
Ukraene's side in the war

The relaticaship betwoen Rus.
sia aad Iran bhas been develsplog
for yoars. Pressbent Viedieir V.
Putin of Russia deployed hus air
ferce 1o Syria stasting (n 2005 to

Continued on Pags A7

Renewed Attacks Fail to Curb
Kyiv’s Determination to Go On

By MEGAN SPECIA

KYIV, Ukraine — The Rassian
missde ripped a gaping hale 1n 2
mage tersection in ceneral
Kyre. But just a day later, dozens
of road werkers spread hot as.

phalt 10 pasch over
UKRAINE (2o spot. Afa play
DISPATEN  grownd aesrby.
whwere a rmissile had
struck a set of swings, children
raced eack othar up and dewn
the s1oep sides of e blast crater
as they played in the sen.

Russian attacks have cos-
velsed Ulcraine's capital recenly,
with a serwes ol missile strikes
last week, and (hen drones hit
ting the city o Menday, kiling at
Seast feur peopie.

The renewed strikes have
certuinly bought feaz But they
have alss nstiied a foeling of
resilience and detiance. 2nd 3
sense that Kyiv mast keep mov
ing ferward. Indeed, when the air
raid sirons finally ceased on

Resolve Surpasses Fear
in Return of Strikes

Moodiry morning, masay people
carne out of undergroand shel
tors and went to work. “The
emeny can attack sur cities, but
1t woa't be able to break us”
President Volodyreyr Zaleasky
1304 i 4 sttement oo Meeday

Even as resces workees weee
#1328 picking theough the rubble,
resadents spoke of anger and
resatve

“What comes frem his s
unity” ssid Yidia Oleksandrivna,
86, 2 retired prodesser who lives
near a residontial building that
partially collapsed 0n Monday
“We are all in this together” she
#dded as she surveyed the dam-
age

Other Ulkraénian cities have
Jong had to endure repeated
Continued on Page AS

Right Prepares
Activist Army
To Watch Vote

Trained to Aggressively
Seek Irregularities

By ALEXANDRA KERZON
and NICK CORASANTTT

On the eve of & peimary runoll
ehection i June. s Republican can-
didate for secrotary of stato of
Sourh Carolina sent ot & Messape
10 bus supporters.

“For all of you on the team to-
marrew obsecving the pols, Good
Heating” Ketth Blandford, a can-
didate who preeseted the false
beod that the 2020 election was
stolon from Donald 1 Tramp,
wrote on the secal media app
Telegram. “You know what you
are looking for We have the ene-
iy on Useic hasck foot, press the at
tack”

The next day, sctivists lnped
out o poliing places i Charleston
S.C. demanding 1o inspect eloc
tion equipment and 10 take phots-
graphs and video, When eloction
workers denied thelr requests,
some retarmed with palice llicers
10 file reports abost broken or
missing seals on the mackines, ac-
cording to emsalls from local off-
clals 10 the state electwa commis
slon. These were no broken of

s
After Mr. B5andford lost, the ac-
tivists pested anline a list of more
than 60 “anomalies” they ob-
sorved, enough to bave changed
the owicome of Taces, they sakd
They calied the oparation a “piot
program *

The episode is o of many that
hive eloction offhoals on alert as
veting begias for midterms elec
tions, Ube biggest test of the Anmer-
kan clection system siace Mr
Trump's hes abeut the 2020 re-
sults launchod aa assault on the
desmocTatic process.

15 the two yeses since, greups of
right-wing actvists have banded
wgether, spreading false claims of
widespeend election fraod and
susconduct. Now those activists
are insorting themsetves m the
vete count, with & brood, ag-
gressive effert to monitor voting
in search of evidence that o
firms thelr theories. Mamy activ-
13 have boes mabikzed by some
of the same people who tried 1o
ovorturn Mr. Trumep's 2020 boss

Their tactics i primacy elec-
tions have sfficials braced foe &
raage of pew challenges, inchid-
ing dsrgive poll watcbers and
Continued om Puge A2

MOST VOTERS SAY
S. DEMOCRACY
[S UNDER THREAT

BUT FEW FEEL URGENCY

Deep Partisan Divide —
Many Express Doubt
in Election Results

Ths srticte (5 by Nich Coresanitl,
Michoe! C. Remder, Ruth Igiebuik
wnd Kristen Beyrokdarian

Voters overwhebningly beseve
Amercan y is under
Uwreat, bat seem remarkably apa-
U tic abost that damger. with frw
mzmu it e satisa’s mest press

probiem, acoerding to & New
\llt Times /Siena Calloge poll

In fact, mare than & thied of in-
dependent vorers and & smaller
but meteworthy contingent of
Demecrats sad they wore epan to
supporting candidates who rejoct
the legitimacy of the 2020 elec
tion, a8 they astigned greater ur-
pency 10 their concerns abeut the
econormy than o fears abeut the
fale of the country’s poktical sys-
tom.

The doulits abuut elections that
have infected American politics
since the 2020 contest show every
sign of persisting well into the fu-
ture. the poll suggested: Twenty-
bt parcent of all veters, inchid-
ing 41 percent of Republicass, said
they had lexio to 2o faxh i the ac
axacy of this yesr's midterm
cloctins

Palitical disagreements
10 be sewping weo he tabric of ev-
wryday life. Fourteen percont of
veters sod pabiteal views re-
vealod 4 lot abeut whether seane
oo 8 4 good per o, while 34 per-
ceat sald i revesled a Sule
Nearly coe in five sad palitical
dhagreoments bad hurt rdatoa-
ships with friends or famity

1 do agree that he biggest
threat ¥ survival of sur demwcra-
cx. bt it's the divistveness that is
creating this threat” said Ben
Johnsoa, 33, o fimuuaker from
New Orleans and & Dersocrat. *It
feels Bke om both sides, people are-
't agreeing on facts anymore. We
con't meet in the midkdlo f we can't
agree on smple facts. Youe not
peteg o be able to move feeward
and conlioaae A 4 country |f you
cant agree e fact

The polt showed that voters fi-
tored their faith in democracy

Continued on Page AL2

Under Xi, China May Be Reverting to State-Controlled Economy

This article s by Datsuke Weko-
bayashi, Chang Ohe ond Clasire bu

During Ms decade as Chin's
Jeader, Xi Jinping rogularly pro-
moted the Epoctance of opeoing
up the ecomsesy even s be
pashed the country sharply i the
epposite direction. But as be laid
out s amblions at an Importeat
political mecting, be barcly peid
p service 10 the potlon.

Mz X5, who is axpected 1 1o
cure a groandbreakng third term
when the Conusuniat Party con
gress concludes this week, made
Just three references to markets in
s nearty two-hour speech on
Sunday and omitted moro than a
dazen others from a kager, wiit-
ten version. He inst ead focesed oo
Esues of national security and
carruption, extolled state proects
m spacefighn and supercomgat-
ern, and plodged to creste & larger
rele for saclalism 30d the public
sector

When he did talk absut mar-
kets, the messnge was establshed
rhetoric. He bauded “socialist mar-
ket ccomomic reform” winle also
aguing that Chinas economy
shoxdd “gvo full play 1o the docl
stve role of the market i resource

tion”

Under Mr Xi's leadershep,
China is returniag to its rosts: &
stste-coatralhed econseny that de-

businesses conform to the

Mernbers of the army walking by an image of President Xi Jinping at a military maseum in Beijing

Trump Hotels Billed Government
$1,185 for Secret Service Rooms

Ty DAVID A.
WASHINGTON — The Tr

Organizatwn charged the Secret
Service wp 10 $1,183 per might for
betel rooms used by agents geo-
tecting faemer Presidest Donaid
J. Trump and his tamily, according

cH d oa Mondey

LD and LUKE

that Me Trump's see Eric — who
ran the famity besiness whise his
father was in office — provided &
miskeadiag account of what his
compary ws charging

In 2019, Eric Trump swd the

by the House Oversight Commit-
oo, forcing & federal aponcy o
pay woll above gUVernment raes
The committee refeased Secret
Service records showing mare
than $14 mllkon ks payesents by
the departamal 1o Trump proper-
tles since M. Trump took office in
2007 The commentoo saxd that the
accounting was Incomplete, how-
wver, becaase it dd not include
payments 1o Mr. Trump's forcign
propertios whore agests ac
companied his Lacaily repeatedly
and because the records
stepped I Septemider 221
The recsrds the paned obesined
provided new detads about w ar-

aims of the Chinese Commmunst
Party.

Mr Xr's approach appeared to
e refnforcsd oa Monday whwn
China said it woald indefinitely
delay the relerse of the latest re-
port oa gross Somestx product, 8

move ety 10 exacertale unease
amsng Western analysts and oth
s abowt the direction of the
world's second-largest cconcony
The data, which had boen due out
Toesday, was expected to show
that Chins's growth was laggiag

the governments targel for the
yew, a potentially senstive point
during the imgortant political
meeting,
Many of Mr. Xr's hallmark pol
dles, favoring state prerogatives
Comtimued on Poge AY

m which Mr Trump
and his tamily effectively turned
the Secret Service into o captive
customer of elr desiness — by
visiting their properties hundreds
of times, and then charging the
povernmont rates far above ns
usual spending lmits

The records also make clear

Trump Or; changed the
povernment oaly “like $50° for bo-
tel rooms during peesidential vis
™

Instead, records cbeaimed by
(e comemintee showed, the Trump
iernstional Hotel la Wi
ton repeatedly charged the Secret
Service rates more than $600 per
night. 1n eoe case, the betel
dharged the Secret Service SLIGD
a night for & reerm used while pre-
tocting Eric Trump in 2017 That
was mere than four times higher
than the gevernment's ssusl
spending Lt for Washingion he-
tels — but Secret Service allicials
approved the expense, accordng
10 the records.

The same yeac. the documents
thowed, Mz Trumpy hotel in
Washingion charged the service
$LU8S for a rosem wsed while
guscding Donakd Trump Jr.

*Per dien rates coakd et be ob-
taned” a Secret Service record
said, referring to the govern-

Continued on Page A
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