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A Day of Mourning and Turmeil in lran
Thosusards on Wedneaday headed 16 Saghes, the hometown of Makas Amisi, whose death in custody has ignised protests. Page ATL.
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Big Tech Feels
Economic Chill
As Sales Falter

Slump May Be Sign of
Tough Days Ahead

DEBATE SHOWING
ELICITS WORRIES
N PENNSYLVANIA

PIVOTAL SENATE RACE

iy TRIFP MICKLE
Googhe this week reporied &

A Focus on Fetterman's

steep decline in profits. Socistme- | Health and Abortion
dlia comnpaedes such as Meth s

that advertising sles — the heart Comment by Oz
of thesr businesses — have rapidly —
cocded ofl. And Macrasedt, perhags .

the tech industry’s most reliable By LISA LERER
petarma, prodicted a dewdows and KATIE GLUEEK

through at least the end of the The debate performance on

Putin Turning
A City'’s Misery
Into a Weapon

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

MYKOLAIV, Ukrmine —
Ellzavetn Kachuk waited i llnr
for drinking water, a daily ribusl
thant s wat abways successtul, she
cursed the Russtans who bombed
e city et ahe slsa voiced dis-
comtont with her fellow Uloraini
ans still running it.

She has grewn weary of the -
abllity of local leaders to resiore
essential services. AL Himes,
tamier trucks dispensing clean
‘waler ran éry before ihe reaches
then, and she goes hesw empty-
banded

“Yes, Russia Mew up the pipea,

our benders”

but a It depends on

she sakl I they spent the money
as it o L we woulda't have
this problem.”

Sha's et alone i her Brusire-
wiom. Residenas of Mykalsiv, where
erangocolored AR water now
sputters fooen taps, and electrieity
blinks on and off, are grambling
abaut the lack of progress with ne-
pairs — even a5 they rocogeite
thet the Russlans are to blame,
and that the near-dally swlling of
services

The city’s woes have made it an
wmwilling best case in uu- strategy
by Presidens Viadisis W Putis of
Russia fer defeating Uiraine.
Struggling te gain viciories on the
Eattiefield, he has od an
proach of degrading Ukraintan
e, ot nnly making peaphe mer-
able &5 the frst fall winter of the
‘war approaches, but hoping to fo-

Comtinued on Page AS

WIDEN'S TASK The prosident faces
mew cbstackes in maintaining the
por-Ukradne coalition, PAGE AlD

No Permits Needed, More Texans Are Carryin

By 1 DAVID GOODMAN
HOUSTON — Tony Earls hung
his bead before 2 row of iekevision
cameras, stariing downs, his life up-
ended, Days befere, M. Eards had
pulled out his hendges and
upeneed fire hoping 1o strike a min
Wit Bl Just roblbeed bins and his
wile ot am A TM. in Howston
Insteasd, he struck Ardene Alva
ez, & Byear-old gisl seated in 8
passing pickup, killing hee
15 Mr. Earls licensed to carry?*
o reperter asked during the Feb-
funry news conferonce, in whith
his lawyes speke foe him.
He didn't meed one, the lawyer
replied. *Everything abowt that
sifuation, we bebeve and contend,

Police See Spontaneous
Shooting on the Rise
by Armed Citizens

s juseified under Texns bie” A
grand jury later agreed, declning
0 imdict Me. Earls for any crime
The sheating was part of whal
mny shendfs, police leaders and
disirict aforneys in urban arcas
of Texas sy has boen an increase
n poaple carrying woeapons and i
spur-of- tee-moment gusdire in the
year since the state began aliow-
g most sduks 21 or over I casTy
 handgun without & Boense.

AL the same time, mainly in ru-
ral counties, other sherills sakd
they had seen lithe change, and
propeaents of ges rghts said
more prople lawfully carrying
guns could be past of wiry shos-
Ings have dechined B some parts
ol the state

Far (rom am outlier, Texas, with
s svew Law, joinod whit has been
an expasding effort o remove
nearly all restrictions on carrying
handguns. Wisn Alsbanias “per-
mitless carry” law goes into elfect
In Jamuary, half of the states in the
nation, i places &5 GspaTALe A
Maine and Arizena, wil o e
quires Eeenss o carmy & handgue

Continwed on Page A23

After 8 Years, a Mystery Endures

119 ANTENS BB 108 THEL R T

| Moo sald it had solved the abduction of 43 college students, but the case soon fell apan. Page Ad.

The Mood of America Goes Up and Down With the Price of Gas

By EMILY BADGER
and EVE WASHINGTON

Ask Americims their outlosk ea
he country — s huture, iLs econ-
oy, e president — and their
mood has risen and fallen in sur-
weys this yoar i airiking ayne
wih the peiceof gas. Gas prices ga
wp, and fear that the country is sa
the wroeg track sfien dees, 100

Gas prices go down, and = does
unhappiness with the president.
1’5 of eourse not the case that
fusd prices alone dctate the opsi-
misen {or surliness) of the saton.
But these patterns sugpes! thas
s, distinet from uther things we
buy, wielids resl pewee over how
Americans think about their por.
sonal circumstances, the wider
exonoesy aed even the state of the

Pumps Shape Feelings
on Cost of Living

mation. Yes, this year has been
marked ng Sesnomic uncerLainty,
Sapreme Coant shock waves, Jan.
& revelations and endursg pan

demic divides. But lurking o the

backgrosnd of it all has been the
whiignawing grice of gis.

And B i, by the way mow trend-
ing dewn again with two weeks to
9 ko the ehection.

This year's turbulent prices
the national average peaked o
over §5 i Juswe, tumbibed into Sep-
Dermabr, (hen leveled off — have of-
fored & real-time demesstration of

Continued on Page A

year.

the U5, economy over the past
et and buoyed the sioek mas- |

coronaviris pandomic, Now, smid
stabborn inflatien and rising &
ferest rabes, even the biggest gi

that teugh dars may be ahead

the economy. Pumped up by ag-
gressive consumer spending dur-

irying 10 adjast. 1t hasn been
sy

Amason, which had 798 000 e

bubdngs, peiling (L of be s iead

@elaying plans to open facilities

The comgany employed 152 -

Tion poople in the second quaner,

almast 100,000 fewer tham at the

e of Mareh.
Muost

compan
e Uve problems of the tech -
dustry’s leaders. Between them,

bilon s profs & thelr most re-
cont guarter. On Thursday Apple
is expecied 1o £ay that @ made
more than 520 blian in profits ina
quarter that will otherwase be conr
sidered & disappointment.

Bul their sadden sowdown s
wxpusing & weakness. The big
toch companes haver’t neally
found a new, very profitatie idea
in years. Despite years of invest.
ment in new businesses, Google
amd Meta il roly mostly on ad
sades. The (Phose, 15 years sher it
upended the bdustry, sulll drives
Apple's prafits,

That has left some of them vl
neenble ta the disruptive wpstarts
that they once were. YouTube,
which is owned by Google, and

Comtinued o8 Page AI6

Tech compantes led the way for

ket during the worst days of the

‘asits of Siicon Valley are signaling

The compasies are navigating
the same problems as the rest of

ing the pandesic, they invested to
keep up with demand. Now, as
that spending is siowing, theyre

| captionisg te

ployves 8t the baginning of 2020,
i3 redning in expassion of s ware
| irpusing operations, mothballing

jes would Jove to |

Googhe and Microsolt made $31.5 |

Mita's Facobook sad [=itagrasn |

Tuesday night by Lt Gov. John
Fetterman, (e Democratic nomi-
noo for Senate m Pennsylvania,
left party oificials newly snxous,
injoctizg 4 fresh dose of unpredict-
| ability kst eme of the country’s
mest important contests bess than
twn weks before Election Day.

Five months after surviving &
werious siroke, My, Fettermue cul
n shasp contrst with Mehmes O,
o quick-spolan formar L3k show
host, as he haltingly provided an
swers (o questions using chosed
accomnmadate the
auditery processing impaiments
he has been confronting. AL tenes,
My, Fetberman scemed 10 pause b
seek the right words or offered a
fumble of sentences to express his
positiend. In some cases, he con-
tradicted hamsed of appeared o
staie the opposiic of his octual
wiew

The comtentious maichep be-
r'tm'. Me Fetternman and Dr: Ox,

his Republican rival, was a kind of

political dusd rase by soon in Ameri-
can life, upesding the traticaal
pageantry of rupid fire debates.

Mr, Fettermans pesformance
thrust questions sbout health and
dizability inte the cenber of the fi-
nal weeks of a nearly deadiocked
Face. Even a doctors and dasabili-
1y Fights advocates praised his de-
Ivery, saying that his speoch did
not reflect any cogngtive impair
mant and that be had eifered an
inspiring model for others with
dizabiliters, some Democrats wor-
ried that eedinary voters might
see & differently

“I was servous before the de-

| bate began, and ['m stil nervous,”

i Ed Rendetl, a Democaatac for-
mer goverser of Pennsylvania,

who sddded) that the formst — with
Gi-socond asswers and 15 and
30-second rebutials — made it

rmare dilficult for Mr. Fetterman to
respond fluidly. *You never know
which way this goes"
Oue sosser Democratic official
Contimasd an Page ALY

This oriicde & by Alezandre
Bersan, Charles Homins and Ken
Bensiuger.

Theoe days alter loderal agonts
seised his collphone 48 part of an
invessigacion into votng machine
tampering, Mike Lindell scemed
wrergized and ready 10 sell pd-
tows.

Hie strede onstage af & radly of
Trump supporters in western
Tdaho, defisecly waving o eell

Trump greeted

“When they stan aitacking the
MyPillow guy” the Sormer presi-
dent's sem declared, “you know we
have i large probiem in Uhes oo

Me Lindedl, smiling hroadly & a
tilae sult and red the, leaned o
the e, “Use prome code 'FRI to
save up to 6 porcent I* be
raigeg his B8t in the aic The
crowd reared its appeoval

And pillows were sald Oa
Sepl. 14 the day afver Mr. Lindell's
encounter with the BRI, daily &
Tt sales 3 his asiness,
MyPillow Ins:, jumped o rosrly
§1 mdihon, from $700,000 the day
before, according te Mr.

Lindell
PropeBied by & blizzsd of promo-

How a Pillow Pitchman Became
A Ringleader of Election Deniers

Mike Lindell, the C.E.0, of
MyPillow, at & Trump rally:

tions, memes and interviews on
right-wing svedia outhils, sabod re-
mained elevated for two days.
Americin entrepreneurs have
lang ented thesr busisess and po-
Iumd mlmm But no o in ne-
w memery has fused the twe
uual! as completely a3 M Lindell
in less than iwe years. the in-
fomercial pitchman has trans-
formed his company ®mio an en-
gine of the election dendal move-
ment, using bs persceal wealih
anmd adveriisieg dollars 10 propel
the lalsebeod that the 2000 slec-
Continued on Page A20
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e decline in a row as the
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cxméitises thar have o
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#The SEC voted 3.2 10 coem
phete & robe that will make
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Musk Visits T_w_itter Headquarter

takeaver started sending 513 bilon in Aunding for the 544 billon deal. peaple Lamikar with the matter sakd B) and B2

: ‘Let That Sink In"

SEC Rule to Hit Executives’
Bonuses for Accounting Errors

e Past Krimicas

& Cred
a deal v sl uuﬁmm
wrodwcts group i Apollo
ard Fissco, peegie famidas
with the e sakd. 81

# Ford swng 0o & thind-
uaaten ko e of b hety
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Al ber-thas-expectic Radf-
by
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WASHINGTON —Regula
tors will make pubile compa
Bies 1ake Back EnECATI” s
contive pay o They find
sigrificant eerers in finsncial
Fatumenis, siming o inprove
nlrmnle accountability at 3

of rising sharcholder dis-

1eﬂlnl over ;u;‘ practices.
The Securities and Eschirgs

clawiack rube, with 2l Desio-

orats approving and Repbi-
cans dlseenting. Receired by
he 2010 Dode-Framk Act 8o dis-
ovrage Mo s scoounsing
mbctiel the nibes &
[ —
The spproved rale will
ply clawhack  provislons
Broadly tn pebllc smpanies,
exteading & practice that s
Tecome widespresd b com-
PORSETN AIRETRET 50T By
carporale besrds in pecent
i,
tary poliche wonmetinges et &

high bar for recoping presd-
ously swarded compenation
and oo be dficult 1o endoree.
That s led soeme compazies
o withobd expeutives iscen
Rive pay for longer periods 1o
aveidd the hasile of having te
ot 13 back afser the fact

SEC Chairman Gary Gen-
sler, & Demacrat appoinied by
Fresklens Blder, recpened
2015 propeis, which wis
2over imphiwaoetod, bt year
%o collect fresh public feed
Back of the lgea,

The rale s Wednesday
FeqEDes companies 1o set op
procedures for secovering er-
romeonsly awarded compesssa-
vion whether or 8ot Thare wid
mibsconcect irvebvend. 2 ix alss
broader than e 2015 pro-
pona, which moukd have Erig-
pered clmwhacks caly i com-
panies  wdemtfied  major
accountieg ervors fhat e
quised & PESTRIEMERE of prioe
years” financidl resalns. Under
e coenpbetdd veraion, cormga

Pl tan o page AX

Meta
Losing
Streak
Rattles
Investors

Facebook parent's
stock plunges 20%
after bell as its sales
decline accelerates

By Sauson Roskieuis

P e Mot Pl
farms Inc. posted its second

froats & vortes of chalkerging
briness condition that S
cumbsiaed o shave mece U
half s nrifhon dellars fom it
market valuo 62 far this year.
oompany reported
quarterly revemac of SZ77 M-

pared with @ year ago, after
pestisg & 1% decrease st
st Metes share prics full
tmare thas 5% on Wednasdar,
mid 3 broad seliofl of tech
shares, and b now trading = 2
price last seen In 2047
res deopped o far
Cuer 20% In afer-hours Drading
fafiowing the warairgs report
Mets is battling & heat of
challenges,  incheding  the
g macToeormoa ol mate,
KM& Wllm from ri-
the fallout
r o Alt!r lrvz - rracking
changed, 8l of which Bave
Laken & fodl oo 18 msssive sd
veTtiving busian.
Meta foder and CEO
Mark Tuckesberg eald b s
ease twrntapage 46
* SAP 500, Nasdaq fal on
sk Bach post® seperts.. B
# Heard on the Stowet. Nekas
Tewerve Sarkeen dream . 817

Mierosoft’

s Struggles

Enter the Metaverse

Protlerns plagued HoloLens headset; ‘'We
had the opportunity to own this market’

Br Aasax Tessy

with fts futuristic HoioLens
adset, Microsaft ol
rabibed an early lead in the
Tice 1o the metaverse. Seven
peas 3 b pushs it
segmmrsied pvality, which
blent vartaal imagery with
wiewrs of the yenl workd, o
Bamped §p apanist the Amins
f the techuokgy and the pa-
thence of COMGAITY Mmukizt-
ment

The vice, 4 ring-daped
cemputer ween ke 3 crawn
that displays digital smforma-
thom om astachied gogples,
Baan't become 2 hit. Micrs-
soft shetved & plansed new

Now Toting
AARP Cards:
{ren 2
Young eonsumers

Join the group
for the discounts ||
Br Visowcs Bacssx

Some people dread peceiv-
ing their AARF card in rpe
e ad

A rie of passage for thede
50 sad odes, an AARF men
bership also b drawing yous
gor felkh Sctermained e
Simconts 4o cope with in
thom. They shamelessly flash
iheir cards at restanran|
ten condusing the wait tlllf
and amaring exshal
g their frimeds and hnllp

=,

weulkint balieve it when she
saw 4 TiTok of someone in
s 305 saying yousg peaple
could join  AAEP
Ploaia Ml o axdae A M

wersacn and has straggied 10
meet techcal reqairemmts
for it bigzeat buper, the 015

Army.

Maee than b0 employess
e et the HoloLens team
s e paal Twes ears, i
chudag £ brglime eader,

acoerdag bo farmer empley:
wes and Lirkedin profiles

Beadsets, which has suns
ered sore Chan L00S, and
trirarmed i3 budgee, part of &
cormpamywide ffeat 1o re
duce expernes and the size
of Itx workferce as sammings
ATt shews.

Flease rarn fopage AY)
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PERSONAL JOURNAL
A possible cofvergence
of the flu, RSV and
Cordd19 this fail has
doctors womed AN

Andreessen Made
Big Bet on Crypto
At a Tough Time

v Besis b

Ar erypacurrensy prices
soared last year, o boveston
Bet mete o the sector tias
Asdresssen Hosvwe

The vesmre-cagital firm
] devwioged 3 repaalion a
Siicen Valleys grvatint crypin
bell, thanks larsely 1o a 30-
wear-okl parsner Ramed Chris
Daxon who was e of the ear-
lest evangelists for hew the
bisckehiin technology pewer
[ could

& FINANCE
Global demand for
fossd fueis is forecast
10 paak Stanting later
this decade 81

Federal Pro Golf Probe
Eyes Augusta, USGA

v Lovese Rasswerer
A Asmerw Reamon

The Justice Dopartment's
amitruss imvestig@tion ines
prodessionsd goil mchudes the
powerhouse bodies Augusts
Sational el Chab and the
Urited Staes Golf Association,
ia addsion B the PGA Toes,
acoerdng fo peaple faier
with the matter,
The PGA

1o estasiish & sival
o veur thet hai aleady
Sared w3 mesmiber of st
plaers. Tao DO antitrot di-
wiskon's sersting of the FGA
Tour wis first reported By The
Wal Strest Jowrnal in July
Plapers” agents bave received
Enqeiries aboet the Tour's by
Laws 43 they pertais o play-
ari’ participatios & soe PGA
Tour eveats, and the Tour's ac-
thoms relating to LIV Gelf,
The DO irvessigathon, Bow-
aver, is wider than was peevi-
sy Inawn enenlmE W

scme of the other mon
Rant bodies i golf, nw. ry
nmr with the mester sakd
achude Augusts
'OIWML H'Iil! aversees the
beonke Masters toarnament
wach spring. The fasously se-
exetive eleh Bas posdaced doe
et for the Juseicn Depart
mert probe, these people said,
A Fpokomwors dor Agasta
Kathonal declined 8o comment.
Waldman, 3 lawyer at

The USGA, which g
ha 1part in e LUS. and aver-
e Ehe ULS. Open. slso s 2
subject of the iovestigation, &

twmmed

vh nuh ey ead -u [t
[ ———

The PGA of Amarica, which
e distine? frem the PGA Tour
and rum the POA Chamglon:

lng
change bsimes. His vt v
ang of the mosl-active crypts
imvestont last year and in Mar
amosnoed a4 $1.5 biilles

fund. the Ragest aver
fr sach {vestments.

o thrning wassr't god,
Pricst for Bitzoin and other
erypecaTencies have plisged
this year, evasing billors of dol-
Lars i paper galas for Androes-
ser's funds. Consumer demand
has vanished for s of the
Py st -peised eyt st
g, while cthors Faw incseasend
scratiny fromn regalston.
Ansireessen'’s fiagship cryptn
Pand shed amousd 40% of It
valie in the firss holf of this
yoe, accoedingg 1o people fand
lar wish the raarer That e
clinw s wmeh e this the
2% tn 20% dropa recorded by
other verseare fads, which Bave
largely avoted wvtm peac-
tioe of purhasing vAatike cnyp-
Mumwuo;uu.m
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