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Musk Sews Up
Deal for Twitter
And Wields Ax

Top Executives Out —
Trump Ban May End

By KATE CONGER
and LAUREN HIRSCH

SAN FRANCISCO After
months of walfling, lawsults, ver-
bal mudslinging and the near miss
of a fulkblown tral, Elon Musk
now owns Twitier

On Tharsday night, Mr. Musk
closed his $44 billion deal to bay
the socml media service, said
theee people with knowledge of
the situation. He had arrived at
Twitter’s San Framcisco bead-
quarters on Wednosday and met
with engmeers and ad executives
He also began cleaning house,
with at least far top Twitter exec-
utives — Including te chief exec-
wive and chief tinancial efficer —
petting fired on Thursday.

The closing of the deal, which
followed months of drama and le-
gl challenges as Mr Musk
changed his mand abowt buying
the company. sets Twitter on an
uncertain course, Mr. Musk, a solf-
descrided “froe speech abesbet-
ist," has said that he wants to
make the social modia platiorm a
more freewheeling place for all
types of commentary and fat he
would “reverse the permanecal
ban” of former President Doasld
J. Trump from the service.

Mr. Musk's open approsch to
spoech on Twitter cosldd exacer-
bate lagsmmermg wsswes of
toxic content and musinfermanon,
alfecting political debates around
the werld, Early tests will come
within days, as Brazil olects #s
president and American vosers go
to the polls on Nev. unum
e cloctions. Twitter said it
would prokibit misleading clams
obout vetiag aad the sstceme of
eloctions, but that was before Mr,
Musk took ownership.

*There could be reak-world coa-
sequences to his leadership,” Da-
wd Kaye, a law professer at the
University of Californés, Irvine,
who worked with the Usited Na-
tions on sewes of free speech, said
of Mr Musk's ownership of Twit-
tor, “To the oxtent that world bead-
ors soe they have this space and
'3 unmederated, they could push
to see how far they cas go.”

The acquisition bas been coke-
brated by some Republicans, who
have argued that Twitter cea-
sored conservative viewpoinis,
Researchers have sad Twitter's
rules have been essensal to coun-
tering onlize hate speech nd du-
imformation. Some advertiters
have worried about allowing their
brands %o appear alongsde con-
troversial tweets

"Ity & Dackiothefuture’ re-
wersion to content rubes circa 2000,
bat ote that ignoces the lived ex-
perweece over the last decade
sald Coln Crowedl, Twitter's for-
mer head of ghebal public policy,
who keft the company in 2019
“Pooy eventually realize that
the Wild West neods a sheritf, both
for ensuring the safety of ctirens
but alse for enhancing the
prospects for commerce ™

Comtivued on Page A2l
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A Ukrainian soldier gave candy to a child this week in a liberated southern village. Russia struck Ukraine’s infrastructure on Thursday.

Russia Seizes Symbohc Prize: A Prince’s Bones

By MARC SANTORA

KYIV, Ukraine — With Ukrain-
san forces bearing down on the oc-
cupied port aty of Kherson this
week, the Kremiin's pappet rulers
dispatched a team to an 18th-cen-
tury stone cathedral oo & special
mission — 10 sleal the bones of
Prince Grigory Aleksandrovich
Potomkin

The memory of the 18th-cen.
tury conquerar is vivid for those in
the Kremfin bent on restoring the
Russan inperium. It was Potems.
Kin who persuaded his lover, Cath-

e AT MACES

Robs Ukraine Crypt in
a Macabre Mission

erine the Great, to annex Crimwa
in 1753 The founder of Kherson
and Odesa, he sought the creation
of a“New Russia.” a domimion that
strotched across what s new
southera Uksaine sloag the Black
Sea

When Pressdent Viadimw V.
Putin invaded Ukraine in Febru-
Wy with the goal of restormg part
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In the 17008, Prince Grigory Alcksandrovich Potemkin sought
the creation of a "New Russia” in what is now southern Ulraine.

of n longlost empire, ho mvolked
Poternikin's vislon.

Now, with Mr Putin's army hav-
ing faded In ity march soward
Odesa and threstened with custer
trom Kherson, his grand plans are
in jeopardy. But among Kremin
loyalists, the belief In what they
view as Russia's rightful empire
still runs deep.

So it was that a tesm descended
im0 & crypt below a solitary white
ma gravestone inside St
Catherine’s Cathodral

To reach Potemkins remains,
they would have opened & trap-
deor in the floor and cdlimbed down
a narrow passageway, according
to pecple who have visited the
crypt. There they would have
found a sampie wooden cotfin on a
raised dais, marked with a single
cross.

Under the 1id of the coffin, &
amall black bag held Potombin's
wkull and bones, carcfully pum-
bered

Kroman proxies have made oo
eflort to hide the theflt — quite the
contrary. The Russian-appointed
bead of the Kherson reghon, Viadi-
onir Sadde, sald that Potembon’s re-
mains were taken from the cty, on
the west bank of the Dripro River,
to an wndisclosed location east of
the Dnipro, as Ukrainian troops
odged closer.

*We transportod to the loft bank
the remains of the haty prince that
were in St Catherine’s Cathedral”
Mr Saldo ssd In an laterview
broadcast on Russian televisson
“We transported Potemikin hm-
seif”

Lacal Ukrainian activists con-
firmed that the church had been
looted and that, aleng with the
bones, statues of venerated Rus-
s1an heroas had been remaved By

Continued an Page A10

Putin Contends
‘Western Elites’
Are the Enemy

GROWTH RETURNS
T0 US. ECONOMY,
BUT FEARS LINGER

G.D.P. INCHES UPWARD

Consumer Spending and
Housing Weaken in
Troubling Signs

By BEN CASSELMAN

The US. oconomy grow showly
over the summmer, adding to fosrs
of 8 loaming recession — bt alio
hooping alive the hopo that oae
12dght be avesded.

Gross domestic product, ad-
justed for inflation. returned to
growth in the third quarter after
two consecutive quarterlty con-
tractions, according 1o govern-
mont data reloased on Thersday
But connumer spending tlowed as
inflation ate away & bouseholds’
buying power, and the sharp rise
In interest rates led to the stoepest
contraction i the bousiag sector
mnce the first months of the pan-
Genic

The repact underscored the del-
icate balance facng the Federal
Reserve as it tries to rom in the
fastest mflation in four decades
Polcymakers have aggressively
raised interest rates in recemt
months — and are expected to do
55 agais at their meeting mext
woek — In an effort to cosl off red-
bot demand, which they boleve
bas centributed to the rapld in-

By ANTON

President Viadissir V. Putin do
clared on Thursday that Russia's
boathe was with “Wostorn olites.”
not with the West fisoll in &
speech seemingly almed more at
winning ever political conserva
tives abroad than hus own citizens.

Mr Putin, addressing an anosad
foregn policy conference owtside
Moscow, appeared intent on cape
talizing on political divisions in
the Umited States and its alios
that have only heightened since
they began showering Ulrane
with mlitary % to fend off the
Russan invasoa

Macty of the Russian Joader's
thermes were famillar, but they
100k on partioular resonsnce giv-
en the coming midterm elections
in the United States and growing
discentent n Europe over the
costs of the war.

“There are at keast two Wests”
Mz Putin sxd

One, be said, is 8 West of “trads-
tional, mainly Chnistian values™
for which Russans feel kinshap.
But, ho sand, “there’s ancther West

aggrestive, cosmopalitan, neo-
colonial, acting as the weapon of
the nectiboral elte.” and trying te
Enpose its “pretty strange” values
on everyone olse. He poppered his
remarks with references to “doz
ens of genders” and “gay pe-
rades”

Mr Putin, as he often does, por-
trayed Russia as threatened by
the possible expansicm of NATO —
and the values of it

crease in prices. Butt they are try.
Ing to do %0 without mulfing out
the recovery estirely.

The third-quarter data — G.D P
rose 0.6 percent, the Commerce
Department sid, a 2.6 percent an-
sl rate of growth — suggesied
that the path to sach 2 “soft land-
ing” remaained open but aarrow

“I's Just & very hard noedie to
throad” sald Disne Swosk, the
chief econonsist st the accounting
fBrm KPMG. “The cracks in the
foundation have already began to
show”

Presadent Biden cheered the re-

racies — to countries ke Ukrasine
Continued sn Page AY

portin g on Thersday
moming. “For menths, doomsay-
Continued on Page AZ1

For Vance, Trump’s Backing Comes With a Sting

By DAN BARRY

MIDDLETOWN, Ohio — Bloe
Jeans evoked his bardscrabible up-
beinging and a crisp dress shirt
conveyed his success &8 a Yale
Law School graduvate, venture
capitalist and best-selling mem-
oirist — with the open collar sig-
naling that he was s18l just 1.0,
who bappens 10 be the Obio Re-
p-hluanrmdal- for the Semate
1D Vance uniform

Playing Down an Insult
by the Ex-President

a1 he spake ane October Saturday
o Republican campaign volun-
teers gathered in a Cinclanati of-
fice, near a portrait of a brow-knit-
tod Donald 1 Trump. Mr Vaace
reassured those about 10 go deor-
10-dsor that at least they wouldnt

encosnier his praadmother, the
fierce Mamaw, who once told a
Marine recruiter that if be put e
:‘u on her property, I blow it

The crowd laughed in recegal
tom, 30 Lamous Is (e tale of hew
Mamaw’s life lessons about loy-
wty education and self-esteem
helped Me Vance 1o overcome &
poor, dyslunctional chéldhood. He
would repeat the story at anether
Continsed on Page A9

Caught Between Training and an Abortion Ban

By JAN HOFFMAN

Many medical resideacy pro-
Erams (hat are educating the bext
generation of obstetricians and
gynecologists are facing a treach-
erous chalce

1 they continmee 10 provide abor-
tion traiming in stales where the
procedure s now cutlawed, they
could be prosecuted. I they doa't
offer i, they risk losing their ac-
creditation, which in turn would

Treacherous Choice for

render their residents [neligdle to
recetve specialty board cerufics-
tion and tmpend recruitment of
faculty and medical students.

The quamdary became clear
last month, when the Accred
aation Council for Graduate Medi

cal Education formally reaffirmed
its longstanding requarement that
OR-GYN residency programs
make aborticn training avaclable

“You have a legal body, the
sote, saying sbortion is & crime
and an accreditimg bedy saylag
IS a crucial past of training" said
Mary Zsegler, a law profosser at
the University of Califorrsa, Da-
vis, who specializes in the history
of abertion. “1 can't think of amy-

Continuwed on Page AT7
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