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China Turning

Into a Liability
For the iPhone

Covid-19 and Politics
Hamper Production

This anties c is by "mw Mickle,
nmg Wabsbays-

SAN FRANCISCO — Every
September, Apple unvedls its kt-
est phones al its huturistic Silicon
Villey camgres. A few weeks later,
sems of milbens of its newest hand-
wets, assernblied by begio of sai
somal workers hired by 1t supgii-
s, are shipped from Chiness fae-
torses to castomers anound the
wer

The anseal redease of Apple's
iPhones asually rans like clock-
.uh‘ a pnnwnmmplr of how the
LLS. bech giant has become the
ot smlxuuc company of the
#lobalzas a by scamlessly
mavigat mglk« winrled's two lsnpest
econombes.

But (hés yeas & smosth rollost
for the (Pheas M was the latest
casualty of the growing difficul
ties of doing business = China,
Bedfings  no-hodds-harred
pronch 10 stepping Covid-1% and
Beighiened fensions with the
United Ssates have forced Apple
10 Fe-eXaming majer AXpects of 4
busimess.

A recent cughreak of coronavi-
s cases in the reglon surround:
Imgg Apple’s largest EPhone Lactory,
m Zhengzhow, in central China,
prompled kocal efficials 1o order a
seven-duy lckdown st weell As
aresult the company said en San
day, it will net be abile b produce
enough phones 10 meet the de
smands of the Beliday season

For much of this year, Apple has
als boes the Soius of & Dipastisan
istervention i Washington,
where alarm over Beijing’s mil-
thry prinvoeations snd bechmology
ambitzone s upended arthedoxy
aboa frew trade.

‘Werd tricided out in March that
Apple wasin talls with an obscure
Chinese memaory chip maker,
Yargree Mamery Technulegy €
poration, or YMTC, b0 supply com-
ponents for the EPhone I

That callided with work being
done by a coalition of lywmakers
arid more than & deen congres:

Cortinued on Page AB

Fears and Suspicions Cast Shadow as Voters Head to Polls

Filling out a ballot en Monday in West Bloomfield Township, Mich. About 40 millien Americans have voted early in the mideerms.

As Los Angeles Selects Mayor,
City Is Losing Faith in Its Path
Tent Camps and Crime

Make Voters Despair
of Deep Problems

By SHAWN HUBLER
LOS ANGELES — It was Sabur-
day and sunny b the nasiee’s sec
ond most popsious city, but the
Hev. James Mcknlght's mood was

fonims

“Log Angedes i4 & troukbe, bt
tom line” the pasior sald, count
ing the ways owtside a supormas-
ket in the Cremshaw District.
Homelessness, Dusorder.  Ciy
losbars making racist somarks
Strangers “just being mvean.

To the west of dowmlown, in
Brentwood, Cralg axd Dena Mc
Padyen, who work in television,

Griping Aside,
Europe Sticks
With Ukraine

Hy JASON HOROWITE
snd CATHERINE PORTER

ROME — The high cost of living
I provoiing striioes, probests and
widospread  grumblag
abowt  paclear wespses has
Beightened anxieties and encour.
agged some 1o demand rapid pego-
tiathons, Anid President Vindisis
W Putin of Russin (5 wealng pok-
tielans, inclndg many brom pop-
wlist partses on the right and the
beft wivs have Bated with him in
the past.

But while Me. Putin may have
et o Exsropean {atigue and inok
erance for hardship o divide the
alliance and bsckde 8 woskint
members, mere than eight
months imo Russias war on
Ukraine, the scale of the chak
lenges has been levernged effec-
cively by aders (o s dlien the put-
ls spine and Europe is bokding
tirm

Many analysis believe that
oommtment will last as long as
the Usised States holds he Eee,
But gaing in Tasdags midierm
eloctions by Rogublicans, some of
whom have guestioned the cost of
the v, could altr thoss expecta-
choms.

Desgite some  kicking  and
sereaming, FOVErNMEnts across
the idenlogical spectrum and the
continest — i Westerns and Eait-

Conrisead on Pagpe Al

wchoed his Hires, thary
askd, were two incomes not go-
st further? And when was the
ety goisg o fnally feel salp
ogmin? Net long ago, the coaple,
who ase in their late 40% asd the
parents of a yeung child, seid they
wached from their window as &
kenile Pight broke out between & bi-
cycle thief and bystanders who
s chased bim into theis cirport,

To the east, in the neighborhood

of Eagle Rock, Orhan Ayyuce, mn
architect, sakl that Los Angeles

had become so freenrod and ex-
pensive that he was pondenag &
To the

move 10 Albugquergue

narth, the San Fernando Valley

residents Fred an

Dea Corvex

said (he metropolis in wiich they
had been born and ralsed seemed

unrecognizatie 10 i

“There's lawlesspess. There's

cormptien. Thero's liss”

Mr.

Cortez sald, headiag into & Costen

I the Pacoima neighbor
“The clty's just going to bell

heod.

As Les Angoles prepares o
elect its first new maver in Bearly
a decadie, problems hat have fes-

tered
are taking a psychic toll. tn
Continaed on Page ALG

ince the pandemic begas

polis

A Group Fueled

By ALEXANDRA BERZON
and KEN BENSINGER

DETROIT The ivistion
went out in early July.

Ropublican activists, lawyers
and elected sificials in Michigas
whe call the results of the 2020
election froodsient woeld enke
with a single focus: "o provide
ongoiag citizen oversight, trans-
parency, and accountabiliny™ is
wbetions, They adopted the name
Michigan Fair Elections and the
wample sogae, "Chosse Preedom.”

Over the mext months, the par
ticipamis got 1o work trying to
make democricy In e saton’s
10ib largest state wnder the han-
ner of integrity.

They recruited and trained
challomgers W spof and dooussent
minute ballot iregulanties; fled
lmwsuies poundermine protections
for the vole-counting process; ssd
dubased the merits of callieg 11
on pall workers deemed te be vio-
Inting rules. Im weekly Zooe
meetings, they discussed (riendiy

by Falsehoods

Stands Ready to Challenge Votes

Michigan Coalition Has
Planned Court Fights

Since Summer

Insiders positiened on Michigas
canvassing boards, whick certify
resulls; pepeaiod debunked con-
spiracy theerses about clection
machings, ballat “mules” and
widespread voter fraud; and ob-
sesded over Uhe idea that Desno-
crats “cheat™ to win elections.

S therw 1 & close election, &%
RUIng 0 be o to us o i i said
Erick Kaardal, a lawyer with the
Thersis Mime Sockety, o conserva-
tive legal groap in Chicago, Suring
an Ot 37 Toom attended by mone
han 58 peaple. “We're the joam
that’s geasg 1o have 10 fix an dec-
1306 in Mickigan & 0's nigged”

The New York Times reviewsd
maore thas 20 bours of recordings
of Michigan Fair Elections meet-

Continued on Page ALS

Rising Threats of
Lawsuits and
Disruptions

By KICK CORASANIT]
aad CHARLES HOMANS
Vaters g bo the polls on Toes-
day alter & campaign season 30
Nied with conspleacy theores
and lies that officials worry they
will e rming confidesce i the
d\.mm no maner how the ballot.

\u ¥ voting has been
lasgely uneventbd - 40 ailioe
Americans have already cast
ABwir tuadiotx — the signs of Arain
e Everywhens.

Acourt ordened armed activina
1o step pawolling drep baxes in
Ariznna. Tens of thousands of vot-
e pegistrations ase being chal-
leaged in Georgia Vouing rights
Epoups have trained volusieers in
de-encalation methods Veters
have boes videotaped by groups
hunting for fraad as they drop off
Uiy bl bt

Even Repubilican officals say
by are bracing for a renewed oo
slanght after Election Day, one
mast likely 10 be fosiod by thelr
T pasty.

“I've fekt ke I've beea stabbod
in the back repeatody s much
k[ dion's hanve anyvthing but scar
tssue.” sadd Clint Hickman, a Re-
pubBican on the county beard of
supervisars i Maricopa Cousny,
Arix, home to Phosnix. The coes-
ty's election olfice, which was tar.
peted B right-wing protests i
2020, has beefod up ita secarity,
lortifying the buiiding with o mew
mietal perimetes fence

epablican  candidases
across (he couniry continue 90
wmplify formmer President Donakl
J. Trump's false claims of cor-
rupted  obections, officials ary
readying for disruptions afier
polis have closed. Activists and
lawyees ase pregared e
baliats and dispute counting pro-
cedures, and losmg candidates
wiss have cast doubl o Lhe knleg-
rity of the process may (e luw
sults,

BLis easy vosen the potential bot
spota In Peossylvania, thoe
sands of haliois have been set
sshde becasse they do ot inchide
proger signatires o dates. Tho

State Sepreme Court  recent
ruled that the ballols should not
be counted, in response 1o & Re-

Continued om Page A1d

WOMESTRETCH In a lJ'anlm.
New York governor's
sprin mereds the SIA1C. PAG

st
E Ali

FINAL APPEALS The 0.0 F seloes
om crirn, and Demecrats warn of
threats to desmocracy. FAGE ALt

Princes and Presidents Discuss Global Warming
O the first day of COPZ7, the UN, dimuate summit, world beaders urged faster action. Page AT

E Big Payday for College Women

Olivia Desse is & gymnast on

Loubsiana State’s women's ieam.
She wacs an ll-Asmerican in ber

freshman year and mude the

Southeastern Comderence’s homor
vl &8 & sopbe-
KURT  mmore majoring in
STREETER emerdinciplaary
studies,
Ep— Abead of the

orTRe Taees SUAFL of her Juriee
oo, Dunne b8
also at the leading edge of
movement shaking the ol foun
dations of college sparts: a fe-
e ssudent athdete raking in
cash IBanks (o 1he gossage s
2021 of new rules allowing col-
lege athletes to sgn name, mage
andd Skeness, or N.LL. deals.
Dunne, 20, won't give specifics
om ler warnings, which at heast
one industry analyst projects will
top 51 millien over the pext year
“Soven figures” she sakd.
“Thar is something I'm prowd of
Espocially s I'm & woman &
college sparts” She added
“There ke no professional

In Sports Is Met With Qualms

The gymnast Olivia Dusne

madees in the "seven flgures”
leagues Jor most wemen's sports
ufter colkge”

Dustese, 0 petito Bonde with 4
bright seaile and & gympasts
toned physique, £ams a stagger-
Ing ameunt by pesting 1o Ber
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High-Stakes Midterm Election
Heads Into the Final Moments

angress and e

a
ey Late m

fiy ¥fiza Colling
in Phownix
and Souhwy Jemerson
1 Akinia

dstin scrous the cutntry made
thoir o Tumeats o0
Moy ahwad of Election By

Repbibcans are seen by
netmartisan analyits m the &
varites 1o take e House ma

INS

ily ught knew
what they 3
dong AV

Stressed Out?
Grab a Shovel,
Dig a Hole,
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SoftBank Boss to End
Quirky Earnings Show
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China
Weighs
'Easing
Pandemic
Policies
Befling takes gradual
approach despite

rising concerns about
impact on economy
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Drag on Workforce
s to Be Persistent
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