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New weaiter cuts aim 1o exse a criis in the Colorado River and ane of its reservoins, Lake Powell, above, on the Arizons-Utsh bordes.

States Curbed
From Draining
A Frail Lifeline

By HENRY FOUNTARN

With water levels in the Col- |

orado Fiver near their lowest
ot ever, Arisona and Nevadaon
Tuesday faced new restrictns an
the amoust of water can
pump-out of the river, the most im-
portant in the Southwest.

And the threat of more cets
loame. This week, Ihose two Sates

sdong with frve others failed 1o |

must 4 deadine for AgTeement 00
much steeper cats in water use,
Taising the prospect that the fed-

woral mwent will step in and
manmrn:‘nm redactions.

The Colerado, which supplas
water 1o 48 millsa

cultural production acress the re-

Jhon, s im the throes of two dec- |
by

acdes of drought made worse

limate chasge, AL e rivess two | B

Immesse reserveirs, Lake
and Lake Powell, wiler levels are
A jast 28 percent of total capacity
because of the river's dmdaished
Mo and increased demand.

As the waler crisis intensified
last yeas. the federal government

Tor the first time igosed restric- |

tons on the amount of water that
could be takes. Tuesdan's culs ane
simaller than those put i place &

year ago and also affect Mexsco. |

And they would be dwarfed by
much larger cuts that the federal
N\-’H'ﬂ"'m in June asked the

to negotiabe among, them-

uinamdwhmund o lmwu »! {

thae sLabes do ot

Offcils have assd the. 1arg m;p»

‘cuts — valving 29 to 40 times os
much water as Taesday's — weuld
be needed next year o protect the
e rvedns acd Use daana that cre-
‘e tSen: and o stahilize the wa-
tor fupply. Enginesrs poial oul |
Continued o Page AZI

in the |
United Sastes and Mexico and |
suppons hions of dollars of agri- |

In Challenge to Putin, Ukraine Targets Crimea

iy MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ
and ANTON TROMANOVSK
ODESA, Ulgaine — Russkan
warships patrel Crimwes’s coasts
sl Fossise warplanes Ty from
it territary, bramsformed by eight
years of occupation inte a fortress.
Presidest Viadimis V. Putin has
called Crinvea & “sacred
Toussia’s “Boly Lo " sed oo of his
N0 i heas Wi that i the
i nesky wene aftacked, Ukraes
would face “Judgmeet Day”
But lstely, Ukraine has been
calling the Kresniey's biufl, Mage
wxplosions rocked & lompesary

ammurition depot in
Crimea o Toeiday, in r.hc !.u.min
& series of

| Bussian

Annexed Holy Land'
Is a Staging Ground
for an Invasion

annexed in 2014, and that s now
Being used ax a vital staging
ground for Russia's evasion
A sembor Ulralnian  official,
speaking om the condition of ano-
ey 10 discuss the eperation,
said (hat an elte Ukrainies mik
Ly wak peratiog behind enemy
bl for the
!ﬂm. Russia’s Defense Ministry
sadd in a statement that the
episode was an “act of sabotage*
a

wssaults against the hn
penineela that Mr. Patin llegally

that the war is spreading to what
the Kremlin conséders Russian

BerTiory.

The atiacks in Criwea undes-
score Ukraine's increasingly ag-
gemve military tnctics, as the

mament in Kytv leans on long-
un;e Western weapons and spe-
ciad forces to siriee deep behind
the fromt, disrupt Ressian supply
s and counter Russia's advan:
Eapes i mattriel. They also rpro-
sead & growing challenge to Mr.
Putis, with Crissea’s sscurity koy
56 Rusais's military offort — and 1o
Mr Putis's politieal standing a
hrome.

No single action that Mr. Putin
Bt taken in his Z2-yesr rule pro-

woked 33 muck ;mxnmm o
Eéafm amo b
Fargely oo mm

Crimea, an sction that cemented
s Image a5 a leader resurTecting
Contirsed an Page AL

RenoLE RAVE There was a D11, and decorations, but the veonle wuem just !hm for mh

They were vahustsers for a Kyiv g

ikt organines.

ED. A Decides to Allow Over-the-Counter Sales of Hearing Aids

By CHRISTINA JEWETT

The Food and Dirug Adminisira-
tion decided on Teesday 1o allow
hearing atds o be sold over ihe
counter withest a prescription 1o
achalis, & long-sought wish ol con-
sumers frustrated by expensive
amams and devices,

The high cost of hearing alds,
which are sot covered by basic

Medicare, has discouraged mil-
lions of Americans from buying
the devices. Health experts say
that untreased hearing s can
contribute to cogmitine
aevd depressson in alder poople,
Undes the FDAYS mew rule,
people with mild te modesate
hearing inss should be able 1o buy
hearing ads online and in retall
‘stares as soen a3 October, without
being required to sec a doctor for

Innovation and Lower
Prices May Follow

an exam to pet & prescription,
The agency citid studies esth-
mating thal about 30 milion
Americans o hearing
besm, bwt anly aboot onedifth of

them get help. The chaeges could
] the markel, which is domi-
maved by & relatively semall -
Eer of masstaciurers, and make i
a h«uon Tkl with bess mll)'

Biden Signs
Bill on Taxes
And Climate

PANDEMIC FRAUD
(CLAIMED BILLIONS
MEANT FOR RELIEF

AUTHORITIES SWAMPED

New Law Falls Short
of Uplifting Workers | A Ruched Honor System
e i Left the Door Open

WASHINGTON — Presidont to lllegal Schemes
Biden sigoed into baw  laed.
::;hm?"hy that ‘:ﬂ‘ﬂﬂw b= By DAVID A. D
Fleps toward fhulfiling his goaltn | In the midst of the pandossie,
modornize the Amencan econ: the government gave wnemploy-

amy and redace its depercince
an fossil fuels

The vast Il-y:h(_m wil lower

drug costs for son.
lors on are, e federal
subeskdses for bealth insurance
and reduce the federal defictt. 11
will also belp ebectric wtilties
witch 4o lower-ssission sources
of emergy and encoarage Ameri-
camd 80 buy electric vehiches
through 1ax credies

Whit it does not do, however,
I provide workers with many of
the oiher sweeping economic
:nw; that Mr, Riden pledged

woudd help Americans earn mese
and enjoy the comforts of a mhd-
hie-chass life.

My, Biden aigred the b1,
witich Democrats call the Infln-
thom Resdwction Act, bn the State
Dlni\: Koo at the White

House. He and his allics cast the
success of the legislation s littbe
shart of & mirache, given it re-
quired more thas a vear of in-
emst negolEbons AMUNE con-
wressionad Democrats. [a his
remarks, M. Bides: proclaimed
wictory as he signed & compro.
medse bill that be called “the Nl
ot sep farward on
ever”and “a gndxni o many
families” stragging -ﬂh pre-
rcription drag oo,

“Tha bl I'vs about 10 sign i
Bt just ahowt today; i's sbout
somerroe. s about deliverng
progress and presperity b Amir-
fcan famities” Mr. Biden sad

Adminsstration officials say
Mr Buden has pasoed ar more of
B weoncenc agenda Lhan (hey
ould have passitly hoped for,

mumit beewfits to the mcarcerated,
the imagsary snd the dead. 1
sent mosey to “lames that turned
out to be fromt yards. It paid pes.
pée wha were on the grvernment's
“Da Not Pay Lest." It gave loans o
342 people who sad their name
was “N/AS

As the coronavinas shuttered
businesses and forced peaple out
ol work, the federal govermment
sent a flood of relie! meany o
programs aimed at belping the
serwly semployed and bobstorsg
the economry. That incheded $3.1
triltion thn former  President
Donald J. Trump approved i
2030, ket by a 519 trillios
packige signed inteo law in 2021 by
Presifent Bidem.

But those dellars casme with few

frauds in American history, with
Billines of dollars steden by thes-
sands of people, cleding M least

N CrmCADDL L8, TREER V1A LTTY

Richard Ayvazyon, pantofa
ring that sought biBons in
lesas, ecnived 17 years.

grven o
st of his apenda on laxes and
spending asd razor-thin Demo-
eratic magerities in the Howse
and Serate. His wins inclade a
513 trillon economic rescue plan
last year designed (o get workers
and bursinesses

pandeamic acd 8 pair of bigani-

lion in spending 1o spur domestic
Contimnd on Page AI7

OVERSHADOWED A big day for

prodeceases. PAGE A1

one amaleur who boasied of ks
criminal activity on YouTube.

How, prosecutors are irying o
cabch up

Theve are currently 560 poopic
working on pandemic-fraud cases
across (e offices of 21 insgectors
general, plus Evestsgaton trom
the FEL, the Secret Service, the
Postal Inspectson Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

The federal governemnt has ob-
riescdy charged 1500 peope with
delrastey mic-aid e
grams, and more thin 450 people
Bave been convicied so far But
Whose figures ame dwarfed by the

Contineed on Page A5

Cheney, a Vocal Critic of Trump,
Loses to a Candidate He Backed

By JONATIAN SMUARTIN
JACKSON, Wyo, — Representa
tive Liz :‘hmy of wynmm; wak
dichvely defestid by Harrier

Hageman in Bu Reuibdican pri-
ey on Tuesdiy Banding lmald
A Trump bis smest prised (sophy
t In hiis long campalgn 10 purge
!y;( k.pul.::fn Party nm“g.:i‘a
Ms Hageman, a lawyer I
chm:nne wars hlml by Mr
et in her race
;f'm N! Chmy the daughter
=sident and for-
mer memhu u(lhc House Repab-

lican leadership,

Ma Chersey's loks was i antics-
pabed an & ']

perhaps, mor
-;w Costs for bearing -mh
which tend to mclude visits with
an asdsologist, rnge from about
$1,400 3t Costeo 1o $4,700 or more.

Contirwed on Fage A2

Ieading Republican voice againit
M Trump, ard vice chalrwoman
ol the committee investigating the
Jam. & Capitol attack, next year
will o leeger have her perch m
Congress from which te batthe a

Vows to Continue Fight
for Democracy

Bgare she belivves poses a grave
threat to Americas democracy.

Ms. Cheaey conceded dedear
jst ax The Assoclated Press
callod the race, suggesting she
Wi setting & moded for acoepling
the will of vters.

“Harmwet Hogeman has e
cetved the most votes i this pri-
mary - she m M. L'hnng
rold.

dioers on num) hese, She wn:
on to implere Americans te stand
g 1o My, Trump and others who
ey his bows in the 2020 peesides-
tlad election. “No citlzen of this re-
pablic & & bystandes” she said,
Continued om Page A0
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Biden Signs Sweeping Climate, Heal‘thcare Bill Into Law

Crimea Blasts Are Latest Sign
Of Russia’s War Vulnerabilities .-

Txphossaes pored 28 e
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Cheney Loses Race
To Trump’s Choice
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Don't Feteh, It's a Rattler!
Snake Safety Is Hot for Dogs
(lasses teach canines to stay calm

around repliless “No pressupe, Newton”™ |
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When ‘Rehab’ Means
Abuse and a Cell

Hundreds of Somali-American youths, sent
abread by parents, ae rescued by US,

By Mimam M. Pemums
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