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the Amazon. Aircralt carrying equipment and ores are modified 10 svoid detection.

SECRET AIRSTRIPS
GUTTING AMAZON

Small Planes Enable an
lllegal Mining Crisis

This wticke b by Manwria As-

HOA VISTA, Bracll — From
2500 feet in the aix the din
airatrip 5 just a crack in & seom-
ingly endiess acean of raintorest,
surrounded by mnddy mining pits
that Bleed 108 chemicals inlo a
riverbed.

The sirstrip i ewned by the
Brazilias government — the only
way for bealih care officials te
reach the Indigencus people (n the
neerty village. Bt iBegel miners
have selzed i, using small plases
1 forry equipmens and fuel inbe
areas where reads don’t exist
And whena plage theminers den't
recognize  approaches,  they
spread foel conisters g the
airstrip to make landing impossi-
bie

“The alesrip now belongs L the
miners,” said Junior Helvarari, an
Indigerous hoalth care officsal

The miners have also built feur
other airstrips nearby, all iBegally,
g such & rapid expassben
on the seppos.

land of the
Yanomamd people that criene has
erown oul of contrel and govern-
ment workers are (0o scared to re-

m.

This bs Junt & small chuster of the
elandestine airstrips pushing the
Whegal miniog of gold and tin ore
inile the most remole cormers of
the Amazon orest. Carved
ints the dense, hush landscape,
they ase part of vast criminal ned-
works that operate largely un-
ehechued bocause of the noghed s
incffoctiveness of eemont
and regudatory agencies i Bral,
including the miltary.

The New Yerk Times identified
1268  unreglstered  airsirips
hroughest Brasds Amazon rain-
forest = the last year, many of
which sopply a thriving il in-
dustry lhnl has surged under

Pressdent Jair Bolsonareof Brasd

M. Baheum has {aced con
st ghohal exsticism for allswing
the Amzon 1o be pillaged during
his administration. Officlals say
the ragid spread of illicis s g
under his waich could harm mil-
lions af people whose livelihoods
ey on the Amamn's rivers and

Continmed on Page AL?

By JULIAN E. BARNES
‘and ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON — Enel lgencs
alficers made 4 crocial discovery
this spring aller bracking Ayman
al-Zawabe, the leader of Al
Queda, to Kabul, Afghanistan: He
Hied 40 read! alocse on the Balcony
of his safe Bouse early @ the
moTreng.
Anabysts soarch for that knd of
pattern-of-life e e, any
habut the €.1A. can expioit. In al-
Zanwhri's case, bis long bakoony
visiis gave the agency an oppora-
nity for a clear missile shot that
«could aveld collseral damage.

The hunt for al-Zawahn, ooe of

!nsirle the C1As Long
Hunt for the Leader
of Al Qaeda

the workfs most wanied ferror-
Ists, stretches back 10 before the
Sept 11 attacks. The CLA contin-
wed to scarch for him as be rose to
the top of Al (aeda after the death
of Osama bin Laden and after the
Taliban takeover of Alghanistan
fast year. And & misstep during
the chase, 5 recruitment of &
doubile sgent. bed 1o one of the
bioodsest days in agency history.

A Quiet Balcony Became al-Zawahri’s Downfall

Soen after the United States left
Kabud, the C_LA. sharpened its of-
farts to find k- Zawahni, cosvinced
e wauld &ry b peturn 10 Afghani-
stan. Sevies efficiads had tokl tse
White House they wosld be abile 1o

maintgin and build issrmant net-
works mdide the oomsary Bom
alar, and that the Usited Sintos
would not be blind 10 terrorsm
(urests there. For the agency, ind-
ing k- Zawahri would be a key test
of that sssertion.

This asticle is based on inter-
views with currest Sormer
American and ether officials, in-
dipendest snalysta wha have
studied the decsdes-long hunt and

Continued on Page A

The Taliban sealed off the site of & droee strike that killed Ayman al-Zawahri, the leader of Al Qseds.

By CHRISTINA COLDEALM
and THOMAS GIRBONS-NEFF
Hours after an American

dreae strike killed the leader of
Al Qaeds, Ayman al-Zawabsi, in
downtown Kabul, Taliban securi
ty Torces nesbed 10 seal off the
site. Groen trps were thiewn
over destreyed windows. Check-
poists were put up, and sheps
were closed.

Bt there was no hiding the
derrage that had been dane to
the Talibas's suscons govers-
e, witch hac trind b0 shltor

e weld's most wasted terrosial
b hae dpond of the Asnerican
Everneen

The ssrike early Sunday morm-
g — and the pubilic revelation
that the Taliban had sheliered o
ey plotter of the Sepa. 11, 2081,
vesTorist attacks (s the heart of
the Alghan cagital — was a wor
tershed moment for the group's
new government. And it undes-
sonred the reality of their rule
The Taliban have set badamen-

Taliban Entering a New Era of Global Isolation

tally reformed from their firs
reginne in the 1904, when their
hard-dime policies and relstion-
ship with Al Queda turned the
country into & paria state.
against Al Queda
andl the Talivan allies who shel
varud L torrori group drove
e Unitod S2atos to laviade AS-
ghasstan i 2001, Beginning a
Iwadecadetong war that rav-
aged the country. New, the Tal-
iban seem bo be once more tresd-
Ing the samee path, fuelng crisl-
tigam that thes government
Continwed on Page A%

Pelosi’s Visit to Taiwan
Attracts Beijing’s Scorn
But Bipartisan Support

Hosts Welcome Trip
in Quiet Defiance

This arvicle is by Paul Memsr,
Chris Hartom and Amy Chasg Chien
TAIPEL Taiwan — In Wshiag-
ton, there has been anxious de-
bate over whesher Speaker Nancy
Pelosd shisid risk the visst. In Bel-
fing. there have been nger
threats. In Talwan, where Ms.
Pk landed late Toeaday, the
e flare4p i benstons his been
met with  sebdued defiance
Pulticians froen Talwan's fwo
main palitical parties bave offered
wppm for the :np a sentament
uy m.e wil ruded

23 il
brm peq:lr uhhﬁﬂunnhnns s
s own. While China rrl-m.hd
ens ol pl o

China Puts Pressure
on Island’s Trade

This article tx by Paul Mazur, Ay
Chang Chien and Michael I, Shear

TAIPE], Taiean — Nancy
Pelosi, the speaicer of the House,
arrived in Tawan on Tuesday,
casting aside private warnings
from the Biden administrasion
abxnst the risk that ber high-profile
diplenatic vixit could stoke & new
oresis in Asis and

what« | Pelosi Visits Taiwan, Defying China
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A Usited States siltary ot car-
rying Ms. Pelosd Landed in Taipel
late at night follewing weeks of

bout

menacing  musk, ono pnfmlu
meme in Taiwan remade Mi
Pelosi as & powerfal Tasist god:
desa A Talwanese politician wa-
gered a chicken cutlet giveaway
erver her visit.

Ioured 1o Living in one o the
-um st dangesous mnun

el Mis s

have L:r;rlv takem e prospect o
the visit = stride. That steely nos-
chalance bebies a political realicy
thant has been hardening over the
past decade: Many In Tatwen
have grown weary of Chins's
thrvats and erave suppart fros
the Usited States.

Ms. Pelosi's trip is the bighest-
beved visit by an American officlal
25 yrars, and a dipksatic coup,
# mostly a symibelic ene, for Ted:
wan. Such prominent demonstra
tlans of international support are
rare far Tawan, which Beijmg has
systematically worked o Bolate
froen globul nstiutions and diplo-
snatic recegnitsan,

The tadk of a visit has sot been
withaout its asaieties dor Tulwan
O Toesday moreing, Its miltary
sabd it would strengihen cvs
meackiness in anticpation of a po-
‘temtinl respanse from China, while
the sdand’s siock market feil 2
mosl 2 percent over geopolitical
comoeras about the trip Usan
broadly dragged dows glohal
shares

Prowident Taas tng-wen of Tsd-
wien his tresd caselully i the
travaght political sorment. She his
made no public comment aboat
the trip, probably fo avoid exacer-
basing a terse sKuation. Knows as
a cautious 0 pragmatic epera:
to, M. Tsal has ot others speak
ot insead.

Sere support his came from

umexpected comners. Two sl
wirts of the penerally China-
frierally  Kuomdstesg.  formes
President Ma Ying-jeou and the
Comtinued on Page All

her  travel
phm
h thy

Her decision 1o procoed

1 eratkos e the high-
!‘ll-'u‘.khll: nmgu\mm alficial
to come 1o the dispated island ina.
quartercentury and sets up a
tenae wandol! with China that
American officials sakd could lead
te more aggressive military pos-
turing

Forelgn Minkster Jeseph Wi
welcoming Speaker Nancy
Pelosi in Taipei on Tuesday
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“kmerica’s solidarity with the
23 milion people of Tatwan is
mare impertant today than ever,
as the workl faces a choice be-
tween autocracy and democracy.”
st said in a stabement lssued as
she was prected by Jodeph We,
Tadwan's fevign miniter, sdding
that the visit i not contradiel
Usited States pobcy on Taiwan.

While the planaing for the trip
was shrouded in secrecy, its start
was characierioed by miore of a
carnbval stmosphere. Ms. Pelosi
arrived te a live vides foed, lit-up
proetizgs on Taipess talled? build-
ing, and packs of spporters and
protesters in front of her hotel

mood  contineed  on
Wednesday morning, when Ms
Pelosl arvived at Talwan's legisia-
tare with a police escort te meet
Cortinued on Poge AJO

Kansas Retains Abortion Rights
In Critical Post-Roe Referendum

Ty MITCH SMITH

and KATIE GLUECK
OVERLAND PARK, Han —
Kansas voters de-

Decisive Voter Backlash
to Court's Decision

cided against. removing the right
10 abortion froes the State Consth
tution, pocording (o The Assech

atedd Prieas, A major victary boe the
abortion rights movemest in one

of America’s relisbly conservalive
states,

‘The defeat of the ballot referes.
dum was the most tasgible dem.
eastration yet of & polnscal back-
lash againgt the US Supreme
Court's decision to-overturs Roe v.
Wische, the landmark decizion hat
had wetpd  abortion  rights
throaghout the country. The deck-
sive margin came as & surprise,
aad after frenzied campaigeas with
bath sides powrig millions isio
advertising  and kocking on
dsars treughon & swellering i

ral casmguign sirelch
“The vaters in Kansas have spo-
ke boud and chear: We will not ol
erae extreme bans on abortion.”
sair] Rachel Sweet, the campaign
manager for Kassans for Consts
tutlonal Freodom, wiich led the
effort to defeat the arendment.
Bl Swoot told suppostors that
kgt bo wark scros parti-
wan lnes and weclogical differ-
ences helped thelr side win.
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Tactical Questions Follow

Killing of al Qaeda Chief

By W P STRoem.
Amn Micwan R Gosnos:

WASHINGTON-The QA
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