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Frismnd in Chicage

Flooding in Fart Mysrs, Fla., on Widnesday from Hummcane lan, the most powerful starm to strike the region in nearly twa decades

Moscow’s Proxies Issue Appeal
For Annexing Ukraine Regions

Burst Pipelines Seen as Attack,
But the Mystery Is Who Did It

Thucrmlr is bwuumc E. Kro-
mer,  Mare el Eric
Nagoursey

KYIV, Ukraise — In a display of
pageantry  intended 1o
Moscow's land grab a veseer of le-
gitiwcy, Russsan proxy officials
In eccupled areas of Ukradoe ap-
pesled to Presilent Vidimir ¥
Putin on Wednesday 1o s the

Fegand

The annexatsen rogassts hadas
air of aedes and formakty at odds
with the chaos Russiay beaders
are facing hoth o the battiefield,
where they continue to muffer
Vs, and at horss, whers ens of
wsusands of Foussbe are Sectag
the country to avoid o miltary
draft.

The roquests from the Russian
wes foliowed sham referen-
dums that ended on Tuesday bs
four regons m Ukratse and that,

Adding a Formal Veneer By KATRIN BENNHOLD
‘assd DAVED E_ SANGER
to Sham Referendums | gegiin — two days aner &
pair dex he Bakje
Sex apperendy sepenred glant
16 1o oae's wurpeise, purpocted 5 | natural gas pipebines from Russia
put veters’ stamp dmmll 9 | o Germany, the consensus bacd-
Max eatd o0 that it hact

mm.ummmmqn il
nisses sxid

Cne resident of the town of
Berislav, in the Kherson reglon,
scobied 28 the notion of wanging ts
jom Russia.

“When they first came to our
Lo, 5wy DAl me wp and Wook
both of my cars” the mes, Pavio,
said of Russian seldiers. “And now

been an act of sabetage, a3 the Eu-
ropean Union and several Bare-
pean goveressents labeled it an
attack and demanded an investi-
Eation.

Experts sald it could take
months te assess and repair the
damage 1o the Mard Stream | and
2 pipelnes, which have been used
a5 leverage B the Wests con-

Repairs in Baltic Sea

HURRICANE SLAMS

FLORIDA, DELUGING
SOUTHWEST COAST

Winds of Up to 150 M.P.H. — lan Churns
East as Over a Million Lose Power

m.m—m by Pesricia Mazzei,
ey, Nickoles Bagel-

w- and Framces Rabies

TAMPA, Fla. — Hurricane lan
Hedgoomed it way Swsugh
sonthwsaterss Flarida an Wednes-
day as ene of the most powerful
storms (n ever strike the state,
ringing fievoe winds, unrebenting
raies and drastic inundations
coastal commanities that wore
avertaken by the surgesg waters
of the Gl of Mexico

Floridians beaced for extoasdve
s catastrephic dassage around
Fort Myurs, near where kan made
lascfall 3 2 Category 4 storm,
with winds up to 150 mdes per
hoas, &t approxisately 3:05 pm
But a huge stresch of coastine
Iporm Naples 10 Sarsooes
siversly affeciod by lapping
brown  waves that
streets, cars and homes as fright-
oned residents ssught rofuge.

The sterm was & massve that
simwst the entire staie faced
warnings about iis pessible of:
fects, with officias fearing wide-
speesd inlard flooding — as much
# bwe foet in some areas — and
more sterm sange along Floridi's
Adlantic Coast on Thursday, when
fan b expected 1o cut ¥
ncross the peninsul. it is forecast
in move offshore around Daytesa
Beach by Thursiay evening, be-

Could Take Montt

Bal e rmm-l ey re
mins: Wh dd It
“All availabie information indi-
cabes those leaks are the result of
a deliberato acL” the Evropean
Undon's foreign poticy chief, Josep
Borrell Fontelles, said in a state-
mesit an Wednesday. *We will sup-

i
o South Carvlina.

lan will g down in history as
v o the wurst tarens 1o hit the
stave, Gav. Ron DeSanis said, of-
ter ihe Labor Day Huarricane in
1935, Hurricane Andrew i 1962
snd Hurricane Michael in 2015,

1t will *rawk as ome of the top
Ive Buvicanes 10 ever ha the
Florids peninsula” be sud,

The autheeits

port any aimed &t
geting full clarity on whal hap-
pesd and whte”

Juke Sullivan, President Bi-
des's national security adviser,

that # [ don't vebe
M will evict me and my {amily
from eur apartmest

Becaase of the throsts, said
Pavla — wha insisted that his sur.

Cuntlewed on Page A8

v Rus-
sin's invason of Ukraine. News of
: possbbe amtack oo the bmes

already Intense fears
nlpalnruj energy shortages in Eu-
rope over the wistes,

tage” =
Bat with litthe evidence o goon
— Ameiean officials said that ex.
plisieve g peuring from the beo-
Continued on Page AY

laked at least

one dead s
farw kandfall Mare than 1.3 milen
cutssorners were withoul sectrich-
ty in the state by late afternoon.
Not slnce Hurvicane Charley
sza-sawed t Souttwest
Flarida in 2004, making Ladfal
almnst exactly where lan did, kad
the densely popaiated, suburban
communities around Fort Myers

sulfered & direct bt But while (e
Tarmer was o compact, bdl-mov-
ing storm that inflicsed destruc-
tion mostly with s winds, the lat.
ter lumbered ashore with sach
sheer size that it dwarfed Charlex:
I Loe County: which is hame 1o
Fort Myvrs, officias sid they did
net yet have & clear piciure of U
darmage But, the county manager,
Reger Desjarlais, sald o a news
briefing: ~We are beginning 1o get
& wensn that cur community has
in some respects, decimal-
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Democracy Dies in Darkneas
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Russians
mobilize —
to flee the
country
Putin's call-up sends

men dashing for border,
and leaving much behind

~ rrenan w SowiL, o 003 R
Utility tracks in The Villages,
Fla., ns the storm appreached.

o mach on
mmmmunmm‘
kall P\M e mﬂﬂ uwp

the barrier island of Caye Costa,
wat of Fort

about 25 miles north of Fort My
L

The wind was 5o intense ot
Rebert Goodean's home in the
Gulf Harber neighbortead of Fort
Myers that he and bis sonn-u
hadto phyaically hold tbeir liding
doors st 15 koep it sut. Ho was
under a mandatory evacuation or-
der. but decided to stay.

*1 don't kaow what's werse, be
ing beve for it ar kﬂvmk_ Id L
siressed sut elther way® Mr
Gosdman, 60, sakd, addng, “And
the flooding hass't eves started
Yt

Lilya Catiani, 40, rode out ihe
st with her busband and thelr
two toddlers in South Feer Myers,

Continued on Poge ALE

Central Bank
Moves to Calm
UKs Markets

Ty ESHE NELS0N

LONDON — The Bank of l:m-
land intervened forcefally
\lednem:n-ﬂmmyntm
ket turmail after the mew govern
ment's fiscad plans seet borrowing
coss soaring and the Britich
pound sinking te record lows.

In an extraordinary inferven-
et the hank sk 2 woudd under-
take large-scale purchases of
British government bonds in the
coming weeks, In addition te
bringing down inberest rabes. the
mave helped the pound,
whase weakening has added to
the nation's inflation weeries.

“The purpese of these prr-
chusves will e 10 restore orderdy
market conditions” the orntral
barnik, which i independent of the

povernmant, said in & staemeat

Over the Wall, and Into History
With bis Glst horme rn, Asron Judge tied Roger Maris’ 1961 single-season AL record, Page B6.

Hong Kong Plans Rebound, but It Won’t Be Easy

out
on whatever scale Is necessary to
effext this
Alver the announcemens, stocks
on Wall Street registered their
fire gain in mare than a week.
Writieh stocks chsed up slightly
Bond and nxrmfy Iridll!‘ m:
been reded siace the
vative government Bd PI'|m= MAB
ister Liz Truss anmounced lst
Continued on Page AT

By ALEXANDRA STEVENSON

HONG KONG — Luxury store-
fronts have been replaced by pep-
up thaps selling masks. Whale
foers of skysrripers are desirt-
o Streets once cramed with lo-
cals and mnmpaluum space
are qub

rmu “Asla’s Warld City” llmx
Kong's self-appointed title, alver

Pandemic and Folitics
Have Changed City

mone thas Twn years undes some
of the world's toughest pasdemic
rules. The city sow wants 1o 1e-
elaim that cosmopolitan stans by
taking its bigpest step toward iv-
ing with Covid-i%: scrapping &

crushing quarantine  mandate

u-an ot 06 point required 34 ¢m
 designased Botel, and easing

restrictins ta the ol umg

ings that gave X its reputation as

an iasermaticnal setropolis

Bat uncervainty ligers over the

new approach, which still pro-

hiits visdiors from ;an;wpm-;

considered high risk, e

ramts, bars and gyms, duﬂu their
Continued om Page ALZ

Math Scores in New York City
Reflect Pandemic’s Disruption

By TROY CLOSSON
In the first sign of how New
York Chty pubilic school students
fared during the pandess, test-
Gty

tait steady performance in
ing for students in the nation's
lasgest schoal system.

The results of the state's stand-
andsred exams highlighted the un
wven effects of the past (wo --.! .
half years on learning. than
B percent of third eruuln unmh
praders demanstrated wu'u-l-n

math, compared

prassdomi, the bt tisve the easns
wire gives to st of the cty's
schookhildren
The oversll readng scores,
however, stood  apart  from
tesader national trends that have
shown significant setbacks in 1t
eracy for many students. But the
resdts also showed that the
youngest children Jost ground
with their pears. Less
than half of thir graders, many of
whom bearned ressstely in earer

frades whes many of the funda-
mestals of rosding are taught,
were proficiest in rosding for ex-
mwphe, down four percentage
mn; companed with studests in

TM resuks, which come after

‘m-:k—uu an xlw first duy of
school this month in Queens.

years of slaady gains in achievs
mest in both sutgects before e
pendemic, also shawed that s
dents who had already bing been
ehind, particularly Hispasie pu-
pils and those (rom low-incerse
familses, tared worse as education
was disrupted

The results add pressure 1o
Mayer Eric Adwms and 1he
schools  chancellor, Dawid T
Banks, a3 they (ry 0 get students
crons the sy ke back on track -
s may promya fresh questions
about the admimistration’s cets 1o
the schood budget & 2 bate con-
tinues to play eut I cou

My biggest concern u nequny
in the effects of the

Conginued on Poge AZ

Fe

ocious’ hurricane wallop

- Fla Rrian
1 Tampa. The Camwgory 4 morm made U, lasdiull packing peak winds of 150 mph.

Florida

Storm knocks oul power
for more than 2 million

v Tose Caase,

Pt watver; g wil e alowed
0 briey dued 1o Pusno Reo. A

In Brazil.

a referendum
on a young
democracy
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Prompt: ‘Awomaninamed cost  Prompt: A hotist hoose

looking L at the shy n the
micicle of Times Squane.*
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Capital building on lanuary &,
2021, WP sy,

Al opens new [rontiers in disinformation
Creating photorealistic images is now as easy as typing a few wonds

wy Nrrassa Toew

!mﬂum—rd:llbw
butod the latest version of
mu,:-mm.un-a-
uiod the public, asracting dgital
anists, graphic designers, sarly
and anyune in search of

online dstraction, The ability 10

in-image generstors. Google snd
Meta quickly revealed that they
tad cach een developin g senilar

bot said their models

\ duet with history: Lizzo
and James Madison’s (lule

o Tnenuss Vancas

In & city where history ssually

Ligto sood

fourth president
rmnh-r'mlwdlhc-wm»
1xmwlnnmg you
guve* the singer shouted as the
crowd scroamed and clapped
and st social imedsa posts

‘That moment, in all its glitier-

, marked an
collishon of the jast and present.
But s day before that public




