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Unwritten Rule
Poses Dilemma
For 2 Inquiries

Midterms Could Delay
Justice Dept. Moves

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
WASHINGTON — As the
mudterm electins near, top Jus-
tice Deparmmens ofScials are
Welghing Whether 1 emmpocarily
scaje back work i criminal nves
Ugatoss mvolvisg former Presk
deal Deoald ). Trump because of
an uawritten rule forbaddng overt
acticas tiat coald mproperty in-
Btoe the vole, scording 1o pec-
pie bricfed o the dscussioas.

Under what is knows & the 60
day rube, e Gepartanent has irs-

ly avelded any
steps o the run-ep 1o an election
that could affect how pecphe vote,
Ut of camtion (At sech moves
coald be interpeeted as abusing its
power 1o masipulate Americun
demacracy.

M Trump, who & ot on the
Dallet but wields sutsize mluence
In the Republican Party, psses &
particular dlemma for Alteracy
Oenersdl Merrick 8 Garland,
Wwhose departmeat s conducting
two investigatians involvisg the
former prosdent. They inchide
the sprawling inquiry isto the Jan
§ ot and his related effort to over
turn the 2020 ehection and asother
1o his hearding of sensitive gov-
ernment documents at ida
club and resdence.

A Justice Department
man doclined t comment. BuE as
the $0-day deadiine looms this
week.the bighly sl atuation
offars Bo easy answary, sald Jack
Goldsemsth, » Harvard Law School
prafessar and the former head of
the Justice Departmen:'s Ofice of
Legal Counvel

“I¢'s an unwritten rue of sncer
tain 5o8pe. 50 IS net at all char
that & sppiles 10 taking Investigs-
tive steps agamst 8 noacandidale
tormar president who i naverthe-
1oss mtmatety mvaved in the No-
vember election,” Mr. Galdsmith
sid “But its parpose of avolding
any sigaificant (mpect on a oke-
tien seems 10 be mphcated

s name, the $day
W 5 & gemeral principie rather
than & written law or regulation
Its breadth and Smits are unde-
fied. The Justice Departmeet
has some formal polices and
guidelines that refate to the norm,
Dot they offer Intle clarky tohow &
should apply to (e present sius-

Cantiraed on Page A1

THE KEEPER

Soccer meant everything to Fati. In a country whees women had few options,

playing galheeper for the Alghen nssionsl team gave her courage, confidence.  name
When the Taiban relled ints Kabul she received a text from a teammate: They are going
to kil the athleten. A new life swsited in » place far away, if only she coudd gt thors

T
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SPORTS, SECTION D

Russians Use
Bioweapon Lie
To Smear U.S.

Circulating Abroad

By STEVEN LEE MYERS

The Unted Stams secretly
manstactured bolsgical weapoas
in Ulrame It trained bards to
carry pathogens o Russia. It
created Conld-18. 1t eperated lsd-
centores m Nigerls M engl-
Deered this years suswesk of
maskeypox.

Of the many falsehoods that the
Kremiin has spread since the war
I8 Ukraise began moce (an six
Toaaths ago, sorme of the Mast ut-
Lndish and yet enduring have
been these accusmg the United
Suxtes of operating clandestine b
clogial research programs to
wreak havec arcusd the ghbe

The Unised Seates and others
D GLSTIssed Bhe ACCUSHDOBS &S
preposterces, and Russia has of-
fered 20 proal Yet the claims con-
tnue to carculate. Backed at times
by China's Giplesats and state
medla, they have ebbed aad
fowed 18 mternaconal ews 19-
ports, fueling conspiracy thestes
that linger onine.

In Geneva this week, Russia
has commanded aa ister natosal
forwm o &ir 1S USSEpOFTed &S~
sermioes sgan. The Blokgical
Weapons Comentin, the interna-
tional treaty that since 175 bas
tarred the development and use
of weapon s muade of biokogxal tox-
155 OF patbogens, EIves mestar
BAGGES The AU 10 FequEst 3
formal hearing of vislations, and
Ruassia has invoked the frst cae in
2 quartes-century.

“This is the miliary biological
Pandeca’s bax, which the United
Stiwes has opersed and filed more
han oaoe,” [rna A Yarovays, the
deputy chair of Russars Jawer

o Purtisment, the State
Duma, sad st month. She is
Wading & pariamwniary comit-
tee that was formed 10 “TIvwst)-
gate” American sspport foe buo-
Jsgcal research labecatories in
Ukraiee and elsewhere:

Virtually oo Western oéficials ar
EXpUrts expoct Rilssia 1o produce.
danng We weekhng gatherisg.
1AC1S Tise COrrodaTaLe 1he Aocuss-
tiamss. M the past 1s amy guide. that
will not stop Russia from making
em, Experts say Russsa s iely
10 Use the mere existencs of the -
wtigative  sesshn, mch of

Continued on Page Af

EUROPE SPRINTS

T0 SUPPLY RELIEF
ON ENERGY COSTS

FEAR OF SOCIAL UNREST

As the War Grinds On,
Bracing for Cold Days
and Hot Tempers

Iy ERIKA SOLOMON

soflen the blow of saariag cwsts
A & GeopRaIng enerEy CTISIS S6t
off by the war i Ulrame. and
cr for the pos-
SIDNIITY of secial usrvst & the days
oW colder
Wih Europe tryteg 10 wean ii-
solf off Russtan Wasil fusks, and
the first mass protests over ener.
KY costs appearing oo the conti-
Deat, governments are racng (o
I S HeASIres sbaind of
the fall and winter. Enecgy min-
sters of the European Urson have
an emergency meeting
1his woek, and Three cowmries an-
Dounced relhed measires on Sun-
day

The biggest packige cia from
Germamy, where Chancelior Olat
Scholz's goversment pledged $63
bilion in rebel measures to cush-
e the blew of Iaflation and the
aoergy crsis, which worsened af-
ter Russia’s mvasion of Ukrame
and Western governments’ impo-
$1000 of harsh sanctions on Mos-
cow i respense. Earepe |5 now
weekmng te drastically reduce its
purchases of Russian o and gas

Beslin ansounced its package
two days after Gamprom. the
Kremio-conerollod Russsan eme-
£y DA, sanoanced an iudeliaite
Bt 30 the flow of Zis iroagh e
Nord Stream | pipelme, which ter:
munaes in Germany and provades
238 10 much of Exrope. Gazprom
sid the plgeline woold remain
closed anel preblems fomd dur
ng inspections were resaived, but
atfered 5o tmmetine.

European officials say the move
s poltically motivased It came on
Fridiy, the same &ay that fissace
ministers for the Group ef T coan-
tries agreed to mmpose 3 price cap
o Russian ol i a2 effert o st off
S0me of the energy reveous Mas-
cow contises 10 earn trom Eu-

rope.
“Russia 15 00 hoger & rellable
Contirsed om Page A6

Serena’s Seven-Day Goodbye to the Sport She Changed Forever

By JOHN RRANCH

Seresa Williarms left the Letie
New York Pulace botel on Mads
540 Averrwe and foided horadl imo
the back weat of  dark green Lin
celn Navigator She arvived at the
Billie Jean King Netlonal Tonnis
Comter abost 15 misutes lator
Trafficy bearsbie an Saturday
marnings

Her five-person. oae-dog entow-
rage comvened on Practice Coust
1. With meee wearizwss thar joy in
hee face, and a bit of a gimpry shust-
fhe 1 her 209, she 3¢ dovm har or
ange bag. 1t held 2 Ziploc bag filed
with chean socks and & pink skirt
to woar after practie. She
checked her phone, = a biack case
with an “SW" pop socker. Her
Black Nikes had & gold “SW." 1on
She were 3 weddng rng. the
wtone the size of a meatball

Sometime soon — maybe a v

There was lethe small talk.

Wauld she miss mormngs Mke
thas?

“Honestly, | canr't wait to wake
up one day and Eerally never
have to woery aboust performing
on sech & Digh devel smd compet-

g she bad fold Meghan Markle
~ yesh, the Duchess of Sussex
2nd a good friend — on a podcast
days before the tournarment. *{'ve
actually neves felt that *

St Degin swatieng balls (o her
BRg partner. Whatewer mors-
¢ and mddie-age lethargy she
d seon dsappeared n an -
senal of sharp forebasmds and two-

anded backhands.
St was mearly ready Serena
ghowed 0 swwal

A Tume Capaudte
Los agroe to call ber Serena, bo-
cause only chair Jodges call her
Willisens. To tans &t the U.S, Open.
S " was ber last name and
ber first name was “C'mon.”

The stery started last moath,
whea Vogue magazne published
a2 es3ay 10 Which Servns said stw
was “evolving awary from tenais
to grow ber busnesses asd ber
tamiy

“1 have neves iked the weed re
tirement,” S Wrote. *1t Goesirt
foul Bk & modern woed 10 e

Contirmed on Poge D4

Serena Williams took a selfie with fans after her first round victory lnst week at the U.S. Open.

Washington River Might Yield
Model for Ending a Water War

By MENKY FOUNTAIN
YAKIMA, Wish — The waser
managers of the Yakoma River ba-
sn in and Central Washington
knvow what it's ke 10 fight aver
water, just ike (oK covnterparts
Wong the Colwado Riwe e
fighting oow, They know what i's
ate, whie
drought, climate change, popul-
ton growth and agrcuture
STk Water Sapphes 1o Crisis hv-
s

They understand the acrimony
ameng Me seven Colorads Basin
states. wnable to agree on a plan
for deep cuts i water use that the
federal goversment has de-
IAned 10 stave Off Gsaster

But & Gacade ago, the wamr
managers of the Yecma Basin
tried something diffesers, Tred of
speadng more time D court
reoms than af conference tables,
nd faced with stades showing
he sitwaton woud ooly get
worse, they hashed eut & plan 10
mianage the Yakima River and s
tributaries for the next ¥) years to
ensure a stable supply of water

The Gremmstances aren't com
pletely pacallel, but some experts
o0 Westorn water ot (o the Yak-
1ma plan s & model fee the Kind of
comerative effert that needs 10

Fr—

A concrete-lined irrigation
conal in Washington State.

Bappen an the Calarads right now

"It going (o require cellabers
toa e an usprecedestod kevel”
i Maurice Hall, vice president
for cimate resent waser sys
tems at the Esvircomeatsl De
fexse Fund. The Yakou Sasia
plan, he sasd, “1s the mest com-
Phete example of What wo need
that 1 have cbserved”

who worked on the Yakima Basin
a0d cther water 13sues o years
Defoce betng ecied 1o Coogress
0 2021, sakd the plieh “represents
the bost of & collaboraive, sci-
Continued on Page All
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Demacracy Does o Darknass

@he Washington JPost

SEFTEMEER & sons -

Pay. perks
pile upin
bid war for
Minn. labor

go next
in health?

‘No one is laking responsibility”

To residents of Jackson, Miss.. waler crisis & Uhe culmimation of years of government negdect
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¥ ELECTION 2022
Trump
factor
tilts fall
calculus
IN D o BLOT BASE

Furry presencr on stump
couhd ahenate moderates
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The wrong plane
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