Congress of the United States

Washington, DE 20515

[[DATE]]
The Honorable Speaker Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Leader Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Minority Leade_r
H-232, The Capitol H-204 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Rosa DelLauro
Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations
H-323 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 2051

The Honorable Kay Granger
Chairwoman

House Committee on Appropriations
H-307 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker McCarthy, Leader Jeffries, Chair Granger, and Ranking Member DelLauro,

We write to ask that you engage with us to help bring a bipartisan disaster recovery package to the House Floor
to deliver much-needed assistance to agricultural producers affected by the severe weather in California. For
multiple weeks on end, California was hit with storms that brought intense rain and catastrophic flooding. The
historic storms caused tremendous damage to thousands of acres of farms and ranches. To ensure these
agricultural producers can fully recover losses and remain in operation, we are asking for a disaster recovery
package.

From December 27, 2022, to January 16, 2023, California had nine atmospheric rivers—each of which held as
much water as a hurricane—producing powerful storms that dropped around 32 trillion gallons of water. This is
just one example of the multiple storms that have persisted since January. The rainfall led to power outages,
mudslides, and severe flooding. California has more agricultural production than any other state with nearly
70,000 farms operated on 24.3 million acres. These farmers, ranchers, and farmworkers have been drastically
impacted by the storms.

While some fields had not yet been planted, saving them from losing an entire crop, that was not the case for
many. Fields flooded, lost precious topsoil, are covered in debris or were entirely washed away. Many growers
will not have their fields ready to go for the traditional planting season and will need to push their timeline.
Some fields are so saturated with water that they will not be dry enough to plant at all this year, reducing the
number of acres planted. This combination of damages will make recovery that much more difficult.

The Farm Service Agency has received over 900 filings for assistance within the following Counties:

Santa Barbara County: 240
Ventura County: 75

San Luis Obispo County: 320
Monterey County: 300

Santa Cruz County: 65
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Many of these same counties have also been hit by subsequent storms in February and March. In addition,
Tulare County estimates $113 million in damages.

Individuals also lost their homes, including both the landowners and the farm workers. It is vital that all
farmworker housing be fully restored, and that they receive necessary unemployment benefits to ensure that
farm operations can restore as soon as possible.

We, therefore, request you engage with us on putting together a bipartisan disaster recovery package be swiftly
put together to allow the rebuilding and recovery process to begin. It is imperative Congress provide much-
needed aid to California’s agricultural community to allow for a full and timely recovery.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to working with you on this critical issue.
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