Aloha, Chairman Cotton, Vice Chairman Warner, and Members of the Committee — it’s an
honor to appear before you today. I’ve appreciated meeting with so many of you.

First, I want to give all thanks and praise to God — my best friend, my source of strength, peace,
and comfort. Anything good I have done with my life is because of His love and mercy. My
undying loyalty belongs to Him alone.

I want to thank Senators Burr and Ernst for taking the time to be here today. I’'m humbled by
your words, and the trust and confidence you have in me.

To my husband Abraham — I’'m forever grateful for your unwavering love, patience, friendship,
and support. I’d like to recognize my amazing mom, Carol, my sister Vrindavan, and my dad
Senator Mike Gabbard and my brothers who wish they could join us today.

To my fellow veterans and patriots who are here to show your support today, I’'m humbled by
your presence and your support. You know my heart — our bond is as unbreakable as the
commitment we share in volunteering to lay down our lives in service to this great country we
love.

I’m honored and grateful to President Trump for his trust and confidence in nominating me to
serve our country as the Director of National Intelligence at such a critical time.

The American people's trust in the IC is at an all-time low. For too long, the intelligence
community has been weaponized to advance personal or political interests. This has come at a
cost to our nation's security, and the safety and wellbeing of the American people.

o The intelligence failures and manipulations to support President Bush's desire to launch a
regime change war in Iraq exacted a cost on the American people and our national
security that is impossible to measure — we are still paying the price to this day. The Gold
Star families who lost loved ones in that war, still grieve. My friends who came home
with serious wounds, visible and invisible, bear the cost of war. The rise of ISIS,
strengthening of al-Qaeda and Iran, still pose a threat to our nation's security today. This
is why many of us in the post-9/11 generation of veterans remain skeptical when
politicians cite intelligence as a reason to start a new regime change war.

e The IC leaked pieces of so-called intelligence to help build the Russia Collusion case
against President Trump.

e The Durham report revealed there was never any evidence or intelligence that was used
as the basis for the FBI's Crossfire Hurricane where they claimed over and over Trump
was a Russian agent.

e They abused Title 1 of FISA and illegally obtained a warrant to spy on Carter Page, using
as evidence a campaign-funded false dossier. Former FBI lawyer Kevin Clinesmith
admitted that he falsified an e-mail to renew a wiretap against former Trump campaign
adviser Carter Page.



o A former CIA official testified that then Biden campaign advisor Tony Blinken was the
impetus for the 51 former senior intelligence officials letter issuing baseless claims about
Hunter Biden's laptop to block the American people from seeing its contents to help Joe
Biden win the election.

e Former DNI James Clapper lied to this committee in 2013, denying the existence of
programs that facilitated mass collection of millions of Americans phone and internet
records. To this day, he has faced no consequence.

e As CIA Director, John Brennan oversaw his agency’s efforts to spy on Congress in an
attempt to subvert oversight of the agency, a clear violation of separation of powers. To
this day, he has faced no consequence.

e Under President Biden, the FBI circulated a memo advocating for surveillance of
Catholics who attend traditional Latin mass, labeling them "radical traditionalist
Catholics."

o Just this week, two intelligence officials unlawfully provided highly classified supposed
information to The New York Times in another effort to damage me. Not only is leaking
and publishing such information a serious crime, but the narrative they are pushing—
amplified by the Propaganda Media—is utterly absurd. Their so-called “evidence”
consists of two terrorists discussing a supposed meeting between me and the “big guy.”
They conveniently assert this refers to the leader of Hezbollah when, in reality, the only
logical interpretation is that they were referencing Assad—whom I had recently met and
spoken with. This deliberate misrepresentation is yet another example of how intelligence
officials and the media manipulate the facts to serve their own political agenda.

e InJanuary of 2017, Senator Chuck Schumer candidly admitted that "You take on the
Intelligence Community, they have six ways from Sunday at getting back at you."

o The retaliation can be swift. Just 24 hours after I criticized the Kamala Harris and her
nomination, I was placed on a secret domestic terror watch list called Quiet Skies.

President Trump’s reelection is a clear mandate from the American people to break this cycle of
failure, end the weaponization and politicization of the IC, and begin to restore trust in those who
have been charged with the critical task of securing our nation. If confirmed as DNI, I will fulfill
this mandate and bring leadership to the intelligence community with a laser like focus on our
essential mission: ensuring the safety, security and freedom of the American people.

As the President’s principal intelligence advisor, I will begin with leading by example, checking
my own views at the door, and committing to delivering intelligence that is collected, analyzed,
and reported without bias, prejudice, or political influence.

I've dedicated my entire adult life toward this mission, in uniform, and in public office. I enlisted
in the Army because of the horrific terrorist attacks on September 11th, 2001, and volunteered to
deploy to Iraq in 2005 where I served in a medical unit. Nearly 22 years, and three combat



deployments later, I am a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve where I serve as a
Battalion Commander of soldiers in Oklahoma, Arkansas and Missouri.

I served as a State Representative at 21 years old, a Honolulu City Councilmember, and in
Congress for eight years on the Homeland Security, Foreign Affairs, and Armed Services
committees.

My experiences on the battlefield and in the halls of Congress have given me a deep
understanding of the complex challenges our nation faces. I’ve been a consumer of intelligence
as a member of congress and a member of our armed forces for over two decades. I know first-
hand how essential accurate, unbiased and timely intelligence is — to the President, to Congress,
and to our warfighters — and the heavy cost of intelligence failures and abuses.

This experience and understanding will be invaluable, if confirmed, as I bring a depth of national
security experience and fresh eyes to the IC, focusing on our core mission.

Senator Collins, thank you for your leadership in the creation of ODNI to address the intelligence
failures of 9/11 and Iraq's so-called WMDs. The need for the ODNI, under strong leadership,
still exists today. If confirmed, my Day 1 priorities will be:

e Assess the global threat environment and where gaps in our intelligence exist, integrate
intelligence elements and increase information-sharing, and ensure unbiased, apolitical,
objective collection and analysis to support the President and policymakers’ decision-
making.

¢ End politicization of the IC and ensure clear mission focus to the IC on its core mission
of unbiased, apolitical collection and analysis of intelligence to secure our nation.

e Rebuild trust through transparency and accountability. This is a national security
imperative.

e Assess and address efficiency, redundancy, and effectiveness across ODNI to ensure
focus of personnel and resources is focused on our core mission of national security.

In our meetings, almost every one of you expressed frustration about the lack of responsiveness
to your requests for information that you need to fulfill your congressional oversight
responsibilities. As a former Member of Congress, I have felt this same frustration. In my
meetings with you there have been bipartisan expressed concerns about recent intelligence
failures — from the surprise October 7 Hamas terrorist attack to the sudden takeover of Syria by
Islamist extremists, failures to identify the source of the Anomalous Health Incidents, the
presence of UAPs and drones, and more.

This must be done quickly as we face a myriad of challenges at home and abroad: whether it’s
the threats and challenges from our strategic competitors China and Russia; heightened cyber-
attacks like Salt Typhoon and Volt Typhoon; the threat along our borders from the cartels, and
those that exist within our borders as a result of four years of open borders; ongoing threat of
Islamist terrorism and the propagation of their radical ideology; threats from Iran and North
Korea; the rapid pace of developing tech, Al and Quantum computing; biosecurity; and more.



Ensuring the safety, security and freedom of the American people is a mandate of leadership that
we all agree rises above partisan politics. I have dedicated my life in service to this mandate. If
confirmed, my commitment to the President, to you, and to the American people is this: I will
find the truth, no matter where it leads, and share the truth with President Trump, his advisors,
and you on this Committee, providing you with unbiased, timely, and accurate intelligence as
you make decisions to ensure the safety, security and freedom of the American people.

Before I close, let me warn the American people watching at home: today you will hear lies and
smears that challenge my loyalty to and love for our country, and question whether I can be
trusted. Those who oppose my nomination imply that I am a puppet of, loyal to, something or
someone other than my own conscience and the Constitution of the United States; that [ am not
capable of making my own decisions; that I'm a puppet of Trump, Putin, Assad, my father, a
Hindu guru, Modi — failing to recognize the absurdity of the argument that I can simultaneously
be the puppet of 6 different puppet masters.

The truth is: what really upsets my political opponents is my consistent record of independence,
regardless of political affiliation, and my refusal to be anyone's puppet. You know who else is
committed to defending our country and reforming Washington with a fierce and unparalleled
independence, President Donald J. Trump who ran and won with a mandate for change this
November.

My life is a testament of the truth of my loyalty to God, country and the Constitution. If
confirmed as Director of National Intelligence, I will continue to live by the oath I have sworn at
least eight times in my life both in uniform and as a civilian: to support and defend the
Constitution of the United States against all enemies foreign and domestic, and I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same.

Thank you for your time. I look forward to your questions.



