
November 13, 2023

The Honorable James Michael Johnson
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Schumer, Democratic Leader Jeffries, and Minority 
Leader McConnell:

We, as Members of the New Democrat Coalition, write to ask you to urgently bring to the House
and Senate floor legislation that fully funds President Biden’s request for security and 
humanitarian aid in support of Israel, Ukraine, and Taiwan, as well as funding to help address the
crisis at our southern border.

We are facing unprecedented global conflicts and extraordinary geopolitical challenges not seen 
since World War II.  Back then, in the face of tyranny and oppression, the United States rose to 
the occasion and defended our nation and the free world. The “Greatest Generation” fought and 
died in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and the Pacific, and their heroic sacrifice gifted our 
generation decades of peace and prosperity.

The world is again looking to America to lead, and thus far we have heeded that call. 

Defying initial conventional wisdom that Ukraine would quickly fall to Russia’s imperial 
ambitions, the United States has led a global coalition to give the Ukrainians the resources to 
defend their country. And when Hamas initiated a new war against Israel on October 7th, the 
United States again stepped up—delivering munitions, positioning Naval forces, and mobilizing 
diplomatic missions across the region—to support our ally Israel and deter our enemies from 
expanding the war. 

Russia’s war against Ukraine is intrinsically linked to Hamas’s war against Israel.  Both Putin 
and Hamas seek to defeat and destroy democracies on their borders. Both intend their invasions 
as a first step of conquest not the last. And both are supported by Iran. For decades, Iran has 
funded and armed Hamas, and is now sending drones to Russia for use against Ukraine. (The 
Treasury Department has been leading efforts to counter Iranian drone deliveries to Russia.) The 
Wall Street Journal recently reported that Russia’s Wagner Group is planning to facilitate the 
transfer of missile defense systems from Syria to Hezbollah. The Russian regime has also been 
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supporting Hamas, going so far as to host the organization on October 26 in Moscow to discuss 
“Zionist crimes supported by the United States and the West.”

Both wars threaten not only our allies’ very survival, but the United States’ vital interests as well.
We must make sure that Ukraine can win this war and restore its independence and sovereignty 
over its territory. We must make sure that Israel defeats Hamas and rescues its captives held in 
Gaza. Furthermore, as we confront the challenges in Europe and the Middle East, the United 
States must also vigorously maintain its commitment to our vitally important strategic 
imperatives in the Indo-Pacific as China continues to pose a threat to Taiwan.

The United States cannot afford to hide from the challenges of the times or the burdens of our 
responsibilities. As was the case nearly a century ago, how we respond in this moment will have 
grand implications for generations to come. It will be far less perilous and less costly for the 
United States, in blood and treasure, to ensure Russia, Hamas and Iran are defeated in their 
current wars than it will be if we falter, and our adversaries achieve strategic victories against 
Ukraine, Israel, or Taiwan.

America can and will rise to these challenges. Although the vast majority of the burden will be 
borne by our allies, Congress must do its part to make sure the citizen soldiers defending Israel, 
Ukraine, and Taiwan have what they need to protect their democracies, and by extension, our 
national security. 

We must also recognize that winning these wars will be in vain if we don’t also prepare now to 
win the peace. Civilians disproportionately bear the impact and suffering of war. Displaced and 
affected civilians need and deserve access to safe shelter, clean water, medical care, food, and 
other essential aid. We must therefore also provide needed humanitarian support to the people 
affected by these conflicts in Ukraine, Israel, and civilians in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Again, we urge you to promptly schedule the House vote for the essential supplemental funding 
for Israel, Ukraine, and Taiwan, including humanitarian aid, as well as resources for securing our
southern border. We are living through a precarious global period, and it is critically important 
that as it was in generations past, our partisan politics stop at the water’s edge. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ann McLane Kuster
Chair
New Democrat Coalition

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Wiley Nickel
Member of Congress

Patrick K. Ryan
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress
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Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Derek Kilmer
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress
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Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Yadira Caraveo, M.D.
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress
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Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress
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Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Jennifer Wexton
Member of Congress

Jeff Jackson
Member of Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress
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